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AurRENTick and PARTICULAR 


ACCOUNT. 


Of the TAK IN o of 


CARTHAGENA 


BY THE 


F R EN C H. 


In the Year 1697. 


Containing _ 
An exact Relation of that Expedition, (in all 


its Circumſtances) from their firſt Setting out, to 
their Return to Breſt; wherein are deſcrib'd their 
ſeveral Engagements with the Engl; iſp * in 
their — home. 


TI de FI EU POINTTS 
Commander in Chief. 
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LACS 


WITH A 
Par FACE, giving an Account of the Original of CA R- 
THAGENA m 1532, to the preſent Time; alſo an 


Account of the Climate and Product of that Place, and 
the Copntry adjacent. 
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« Þ 168 it was ach by the Valaur of a frw TY —— 
« the anvend NN {in a Reign when the 
« Publick Good and Honour of England was the Chief n_ 
« at Court) and our Land eich d with the Spoils 2 
« Enemies, ⁊ubo avere humbled by the Conduct of our Fleet abroad, 

and our Naval Applications at home.” padre, e 
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E E Gity of fGr in the 
HWeft-Indies (which now gives 
| Title to a conſiderable Government 
of the ſame Name, and is reckoned a 
Province of New Granada; or, ac- 
cording to ſome Writers, of Mew 
Andaluxia; but by others, is annex d 
to the Golden Caſtile) was begun to 
be built in the Year 1532, by Peter 
de Heredia, and was finiſhed by Geor- 
gio Robledo, about eight Years after 
the Foundation was laic. 
The Situation of its Port was W 

1 convenient for the Spaniſh Fleets, 
and ſuch Quantities of rich Nb 
dize were brought down near to it, 
by the Confluence of the great Rivers 
of Santa Martha and the Magdalena, 
that the Town encreaſed in Wealth, 
Mobs of People, ſtately Edifices, 


A 2 and 


4 
1 


e BEAN 


ls in a Juriſdiction over five or 22 
petty Cities, till in the Year 1585, 
it was ſack d by the Valour of a few 


Engliſh, under the Command of Sir 
Francis D Drake (in a Reign, when the 
Public Good and Honour of England 


our Land enrich'd with the Spoils of 
our proud Enemies; who were hum- 

| bled by the Conduct of our Fleets 

abroad, and our N aval * 
- at home. / 2273; 

But this City of Carthagena re- 
* a greater Blow (before it was 
perfectly repaired) from five Priva- 
teers, led on by a diſguſted Spaniard, 
who burnt the Place to Aſhes, after 
they had ſurprized the Governor afleep, 


and ſeized a mighty Treafure: Yet, 


for all this, it raiſed its Head again, 
numbered above twenty thouſand In- 


habitants (whereof four thouſand were 


| eee the reſt Meſticoes and Slaves) 


and improved: daily in Riches and 
Magnificence, till taken by the French 
trom! Breſe, * the Buccaniers from 


L 


was the chief Buſineſs at Court) and 


13116 | Petit 
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Petit Cuaves, who ſeverally plunder'd 
it; as is particularly related by Man“ 
fieur De Pointis. 

Into ſuch a fatal Stupidity are a 
certain People (by Nature brave, for- 
merly Conquerors and Heroes) of late 
degenerated, either from the ill In- 

fluences of their State, or Church, or 
both; that now they fall a Prey to 
erery Invader, and even to Privateers 
and Vagabonds: The Cauſes whereof 
are too manifeſt, and own'd by a judi- 
cious and honeſt Writer of their own 
Country, whoſe Senſe I ſhall here de- 

liver, 
Wan Taxes are ierten 
© and entailed upon the Spaniards, 
under Pretence of making good De- 
ficienciesand Fundsof —— The 
Treaſury grown monſtrous, either by 
obſtructing or diverting the Publick 
Aliment, and by contracting new 
Debts : The Grandees themſelves 
conſpire to cheat in their ſeveral 
© Stations, in order to advance or 
* ſupport their own Extravagancies : 
EE. 
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he Court Officers, Gabellers, and 
ſuch Swarms of mercenary Vermin 
are innumerable, draining the very 


Blood of the People: The ſtanding 


Forces upon Free Quarter, the Ship- 
ping neglected, the Garriſons and 
Magazines very ill ſupplied, moſt of I 


the Governors and Men in Truſt 
© like ſo many Vultures) griping what- 


Talons. Trade is diſcouraged by 
ſeemingly advantageous Lo, by 
high Cuſtoms, Indulto's, and other 


Impoſts. The Church is overgrown Þ 


© with Revenues, Inquiſitions, and 
Dominion; all which have contri- 
s buted to impoveriſh and diſpirit the 
© Maſs of the Body Politick, and to 
reduce it into the Figure we now 
behold it in, all over Rickets, with 
© large Heads and whither'd Limbs, 
for want of a proj 
© lation, and a due Adidiinifiration.”” 

Theſe Chronical Diſtempers 1 in the 
Spaniſh Governments in Zurope, have 


infected the reſt in America, where 


their | 
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ever comes within the Catch of their 
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The PRE FA C E. viii 
their Weakneſs is diſcovered upon al! 
is, carried twenty Times the Force that 
dir Francis Drake, or the Privateers 
after him, did; yet conſidering the 
Spaniardehad frequent and very early 
Intelligence of the French Prepara- 
Meſt Iudies, methinks their Defence 
was very languid, and ſcarce credible 
to . e with their preſent 
Conſtitution, which will produce the 
like 8ymptoms and bad Effects in any 
other Nation, that has the Misfortune 
to ſuck in the ſame Contagions. 
But to return to Cartbagena, whoſe 
Territory is related to be very fruitful, 
only a little too moiſt by the violent 


* 


and frequent. Rains. 

The Journals of Sir Francis Drales 
Voyages commend the Plenty and Va- 
riety of Fruits found there; Oranges, 
Citrons, Limes, Guavo's, ſome Spices 
e and Balſams, eſpecially a Sort of long 
e Pepper, and the Tolu, mentioned by 
e Carolus Cluſius, Franciſcus Ximenes, 
EH VA. John 
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Monſieur DE POINTI 


ACCOU NT 


„„ 


EXPEDITION 


CARTHAGENA, 
In the Year, 1697. 


HE Deſign I had long ſince form'd, of 

a Naval Expedition, that might be both 

honourable and advantageous, was put 

off from time to time by intervening Ac- 
cidents, although Monſ. Pontchartrain had receiv'd 
his Majeſty's Approbation of the Project I had the 
Honour to preſent him; and had, likewiſe, obtain- 
ed the Ships, Men, and Ammunitions, which I 
propoſed to take with me, 
But at length, the laying up of the F leet, hrought 
by Count Chateau Renault from Toulon, leaving all 
the Marine, in a manner, idle; and the Meaſures 
J had taken with Treaſurer General Vanolles, ſeem 
ing to promiſe a ſufficient Fund for the | Su 
there appeared no farther Obſtacles to the Execution 
of this — 


1 Hereupon 


—— 


2 Monſieur DePointi's 
Hereupon we propoſed our Deſign to the Publick; 9 
which was ſo [generally lik'd, and People were {6 [> 
forward to bring in their Money, that Vanolles was 
not able to receive it faſt enough; inſomuch, that 
he fancy'd he ſhould be forced to refuſe ſeveral Per- 
ſons, by Reaſon we had agreed upon the Sum, and 
reſolved not to exceed it. l 
But the Face of Affairs became ſoon altered; ſor 
the Peace being concluded with Savoy, made it 
hop'd, that it would ſuddenly be attended with a 
General One: And ' twas believed, that if the War 
ſhould be at an End, before I was under Sail, F 
ſhould be ordered to the contrary.; and ſo the Money 
employ'd upon our Armament, would be infallibly 
loſt. And now People were ſo far from offering 
new Sums, that thoſe who had already engaged in 
the Deſign, would have been very willing to have 
withdrawn their Contributions, © © 
I could not inform every Body, that Count 
Maurepas, who was acquainted with the Particulars 
of our Project, had engaged Monſieur Pontchar- 
train, to ask his Majefty, what ſhould be done 
with our Armament, in Caſe the Peace ſhould be 
agreed upon ? And that his Majeſty was pleaſed to 
Anſwer, that I might go on with it; for, if the 
Peace ſhould be concluded, he would take Care to 
re-imburſe the Adventurers. And we were aſſured 
of this Favour, by an expreſs Article inſerted in the 
Margin of the Minutes of the Marine Council, that 
was held upon this Matter: Nevertheleſs, many 
Perſons conſidering, that the beſt which could hap- 
pen, would be to receive their Money again, choſo 
rather to keep it in their Purſes. b 
And beſides this Prejudice, the ill Succeſs of 
ſome Attempts that preceded mine, and from which 
great Matters were expected, diſcouraged the Pub- 
— more than the Appearance of an approaching 
Peace. ein — 


1 2 By 


r 
8 


ä Ln — — — — x 1 
OP — " — * — — ney xe 
A Lo A. NBER PREEDAE (ob AID. DEE IH EO OC OT I T7 en Sora tt” gage cog roy as rs | 5 n ee Ex OA - cans. 
— 26 _ 


* - OY 
— 
W 
—ů — u — 
eb” 4 6 


* 5 tan i as 
"Hh WP re” 8 hes 
4 * 
8 


— 5 
— * 


5 * 
** 


„ T.. ĩ⅛ » Cs en ns 


—— 4 —U•U—äe, r 2 


2 * 
99 8 

* be 

__—_— 


=: - 


—_ 4 - 
N n "_ 0 TITS O 4 WY" L r . 5.45 3 rr er i 4 
8 S as wi . FRA 9.4 NO OSS os FER I TE 2 j Oe ES INES ON TIENES "2 + 
1 F meets * PH, KAN . . r D . 
r WP UN 8 8 e 3 * © 8 5 I» 3 F 4 — SE NF d 25 

N 2 . =o 5 cheat Y . r r X- der 2 „ 3 : * . 2 
ee . ENLEIE DB e ON 8 4 OR 61 8 5 . . 
abs I LIENS a 4 2 ; [ 1 8 


Expedition 20 Carthagena. 3 


By this means we were obliged to proceed upon 


the Fund that was already advanced, which was 


much inferior to what I had propoſed ; and this 
compelled me to leſſen our Preparations, and con- 
ſequently weaken the Armament. However, be- 
ing determined to go thorough with my Under- 
taking, I reſolved to make uſe of the Advantages 
which the Court was pleaſed to confer on me, in 
allowing me ſuch conſiderable Succours. So I re- 
turned to Breſt in the beginning of October, 1696 ; 


and to Work we went, with all imaginable Dili- 


cence, to fit out our Fleet: But the bad Weather 


hindered our Careening ; ſo that we could not get 
out of Breſt, but lay in that Road till the 6th of 


January; from whence my Project was to have 


| failed the beginning of the preceeding November. 


To add to our Misfortune, I was at that time 
not able to take the Opportunity of a fair Wiad 
that then offered ; becauſe I ſtaid for a great Con- 


voy of Arms and Proviſion, that were laden for 


me at Rochel, without which I could not proceed; 
I had continually expected it for three Months. In 
the midſt of theſe Perplexities, I underſtood they 


were at laſt arrived at Port Lewis, where they were 
forced to put in, to avoid a Squadron of the Ene- 


my, that had for ſome time cruiſed upon that Coaſt, 


and had them in Sight. By this, I found our Naval 


Preparation upon the very point of miſcarrying 
our Proviſions were already much diminiſhed, and 


the Appearance very great, that the Enemy's Squa- 


dron would remain there, and we utterly conſume 
our Proviſions in the Road of Breſt: Upon which 


I fix*d my Reſolution ; which although it ſeemed 


very hazardous, was yet the only Method that the 
Poſture of my Affairs would permit me to take: 


It was to find out my Convoy, and even to diſen- 
gage them at the hazard of a Battle: Now, altho' 


SY - 1 ſhould. 
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4 Monſieur De Pointi's 

I ſhould have the beſt of it, yet it could not be 
without a mighty Inconveniency to me; but 1 
Dattered my ſelf, that poſſibly I might not be dif. 
covered by the Enemy; or, in cafe of meeting 
with them, get indifferently well off, and refit at 


. Port Lewis, and then. try to get out; and happen 


what would, by whatſoever way it ſhould be my 
Fate to be loſt, I had rather have been ruin'd wit 


= 


our Arms in our Hands, than miſcarry for want of 


Reſolution, and in a ſhameful Abode there. 
Accordingly I had given my Orders to fail the 


next Day ; at which Time I underſtood by Signals 
from U/ant, that they deſcribed a very large Fleet. 


We knew very well, by ſeveral Accounts that there 
were about Forty Engliſb Men of War abroad, with 


Orders to cruize before Breſt, and by all manner 


of Means to prevent my Paſſage, by which my De- 


parture ſeem'd impoſſible, my Enterprize defeated, 
and my Misfortune unavoidable. However, I pro- 


pos'd other Matters to myſelf and kept to my firſt 
Reſolution, not thinking my Condition much worſe 
for this News: The little way between Breſt and 


Port- Lewis, or the Entrance into the River Mor- 


bian, of which I had taken particular Care to in- 


form myſelf, that I might ſecure my Retreat into 


it, gave me ſome Hopes to believe, that I might 
robably get in thither, before I ſhould be too deep- 
w engag' d in aBattle ; and then having once got on 


Board what the Convoy had brought me, I might 


by the Favour of the long Nights, get away, with- 
out being ſeen by the Enemy, or at the worſt Eſcape 
a ſmall Danger in a running Fight. So this great 


Fleet did no more alter my Circumſtances, than 


if it had been a ſmall Squadron; againſt which, 
in the Juncture I was in, the Hazard of fight- 


ing was as dangerous as with a capital Fleet, 


my Care being to get away, and proſecute the Bu- 
5 : ſineſs 
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finefs of my Project. Beſides, if I could get a lit- 
tle before the Enemies, there was no great an Ap- 
3 pearance for them either to come eaſily up with me, 
2 or that they would be in Condition to purſue me for 
I two thouſand Leagues that I might lead them: 1 
had, Moreover, the Opportunity of ſeparating my 
Ships in the Night; by ordering them different 
Courſes to the appointed Rendezvous. = 
The Governor of ant ſent an Expreſs to aſſure 
4 me, That he could diſcern forty Men of War, 
4 amongſt which were five Engliſh or Dutch Flags: I 
| received this News at Midnight, and making Uſe of 
it in a Manner quite different to the Opinion of them 
that ſent it me, I made the ſailing Signal, and was 
under Sail by that Time it was Day, it being upon 
the Seventh of January, 1697. I had ſome Days be- 
fore, ſent my Orders to the Veſſels at Port Lewis, 
td come away immediately, running all Hazards to 
join me; but to keep ſo near the Shoar, that the 
Enemies Ships might not dare to approach them, 
or to avoid their Cannon by running into the Ports 
that are upon that Coaſt ; which are good enough 
to cover ſuch ſmall Veſſels, as I expected from the 
Danger of Cruiſers. I had ſent the Mutine Frigate, 
and the Providence Brigantine, to convoy them who 
expected them at Pennemarc Point. 
We were hardly got out of the Goxlet when ſhe 
ſaw the Fleet appear at Point Raz, with the ſmall 
Convoy I had ent to them; whereupon I came 
Immediately to an Anchor at Beriheaume, where I 


made all the haſte I could to get our Proviſions on 

t Board our Ships and Fly- boats, and by extraordi- 

1 nary Diligence, I was ina Condition of ſaillng the 

. i #5 , FRE Ag | E 

- 4 We were hardly got into the Courſe, when the 
1 Scepter ſtruck upon a Place, where, according to i 
— the Rules of Navigation, there could be no Manner of | 


$ Danger; after having ſtruck three Times very _ 
| | 5 r 
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ſo regulated myſelf to the Tides, as to be, by the 
Beginning of the Night, at Pennemarc Point; be- 
ſides there was no great Probability I ſhould be 
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cially when we ſaw a great many Planks floa 

upon the Water; at the ſame Time we perceiv'd 
Her to float, and running immediately to the Pumps, 
we found ſhe did not make one Drop of Water, 
We could not tell what to think of this Accident, 


Hently, we thought ſhe was juſt upon ſinking, ce 
ting 


however, it was concluded, that it could not be a 
Rock ſhe had ſtruck upon, but upon ſome ſunk 
Veſſel that floated under Water, which being leſs 


ſtrong than the Scepter, had occaſioned us that A- 
larm by the breaking of her Planks, without any 


ways prejudicing the Scepter. We continued our 


Courſe, endeavouring to avoid the Enemies: I had 


diſcovered in ſailing ſo little a way, eſpecially by 


Reaſon of our holding fo near the Coaſt. I reſol- 
ved at the ſame Time to ſteer directly from Penne- 
marc to the Coaſt of pain, which I deſigned to leave 


to the Southward. This Courſe, ſo contrary to 
what is cuſtomarily taken, to get clear of theLand, 


which the Enemies muſt know I deſigned ; and up- 


on which, moſt probably, they formed their Me- 


thod of Cruiſing, was the moſt likely Expedient 


to deceive them. This had the deſired Effect, 
and the Wind continuing favourable, I firſt made 
Cape Ortegal, and afterwards continued my Courſe 


toward the Iſland of St. Domingo, where I arrived 


in fifty-five Days; during which there happened 
nothing remarkable, unleſs it was, that having paſ- 


ſed the Tropick, we met with Weſt-South-Weſt 
Winds, and conſequently contrary, which is not 
——_ 


The Pleaſure of arriving at Cape Francis, which 


was that Part of St. Domingo that I came to, was 
by ſeveral Accidents. I underftood there 


migitated 
that Capt. Deſaugeis, who commanded three Ships 
I in 
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Expedition to Carthagena. 7 
in thoſe Seas, for whom I had Orders to join 
with my Squadron, was eight Days before my 
Arrival ſail'd upon his Return to France. I was 
there likewiſe inform'd by Monſ. Daunou, Lieute- 
nant-Governor of the Iſland, that the Succours 
which Monſ. Du Caſſe, Governor of the Coaſt had 
prepared for me, conſiſted in about four hundred 
Men, altho* he had Orders to join me with the 
Strength of the whole Colony. 1 

It is true, that by good Fortune all the Pyrates 


of thoſe Parts, which are uſually called Buccaniers, 
were met together at that Time: It was thought that 


I might find a Party of them; but it was no ways 
to be imagin'd, that I ſhould find them all; for 
they go out and come in as they pleaſe; conſequent- 


ly, this Aſſiſtance could not be computed at 14 or 


1500 Men, as I was made to believe I ſhould find 
at St. Domingo, neither did they exceed 600: So 


l was near upon a thouſand Men ſhort of my Ac- 


count. 1 . 

The Departure of Capt. Deſaugets depriv'd me 
of a like Number of Men, and two great Ships. 
Moreover, I was fallen ſhort of two great Ships, 
and ſeverai Frigates, ſpecified in my firſt Project, 
by which Means I found myſelf reduc'd to half the 
Force I propos'd at the Beginning. 

I did not think fit to come to an Anchor at the 


Cape, but left there three Frigates, the Mutine, 


the Avenant, and the Marin, to take in ſuch For- 


| ces as might be drawn from thence, and the freſh 


Proviſions which Commiſſary Du Tilluel was to 
ſupply my Squadron with. * 
S. Vandrille, Commander of the Marin, that 
was ſent two Months before I left France, with 
Orders for Monſ. Du Caſſe to have the Forces 
ready that were appointed for my aſſiſtance, after 


he had carried his Diſpatches to Petit Guaves, failed 
tor the Cape, and attended me there, . 
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8 Monfieur De Pointi's 
In his Paſſage from France to St. Domingo, he 
was attacked by an Engliſh Ship of 54 Guns, who 
notwithſtanding her Superiority, was forced to re. 

tire with Shame, after a Fight of ſeveral Hours. 
Deſaugets going for the Honduras, before he re- 
turned to France, had ordered the Chevalier De la 
Motte d' Heran, on Board the Chriſt, taken from 
the Spaniards, to fail _— for France, with the 
Favorite Frigate, whom I found at the Cape upon 
his Departure. Theſe two Ships were both mann'd 
with the Favorite's Crew only, conſequently very 
weak Men of War ; wherefore I reſolved to make 
uſe of but one of them, to put all the Men into her, 
and leave the other Ship at Petit Guaves. By Vir- 
tue of the King's Letter, which I had to Deſaugets, 
and his Squadron, I ordered La Motte d' Heran to 
join me; which he did, and choſe the Chriſt that he 

commanded. „ 

About Eight a Clock, upon the Sixth of March 
I came to an Anchor over-againſt Exter, the uſual 
Reſidence of Monſ. Du Caſſe ; who came immedi- 
ately on Board, to adviſe with me about the ſhip- 
ping of the Men he was to bring me; and ſeeing 
that I did not diſſemble neither my Surprize, nor 
my Trouble at the ſmall Number of Men he had 
provided for me; he proteſted. that he had done all 
he could, and continually endeavoured to make me 
have a great Opinion of the good Succeſs of this At- 
tempt ; for that the Buccaniers were at that Jun- 
Eture all together, and would every Man of em 
perform Wonders. We agreed that he ſhould go 
to Petit Guaves, and that I would be ready by that 
time it was Day, to get into the Port; Du Caſe 
came thither to join me, having a Deſign on Foot 
which I did not imagine; I brought him the Du- 
plicate of the Order which he had received from St. 
Vadrill, which he did not read when ] delivered 
it to him, by reaſon it was wrote in Cyphers. There 
by 0 a Was 
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Expedition to Carthagena, 9 
was added in that Letter, without my Knowledge, 
that he was to contrive the Means of ſucceeding in 
an Attempt that was approved by his Majeſty, 
without damaging the Colony: This Reſtriction 

did in ſome Meaſure deprive me of the Power of 
commanding his Forces, ſeeing he had an Oppor- 
tunity of pretending to keep them for the Preſerva- 
tion of his Colony. He ſaid, that he would not 
inſiſt upon Terms with me, as being perſwaded 
that I would have a regard to his Character. I re- 
plied, That the greateſt Character he could pretend 
to, was that of being Captain of a Ship, which he 
5 had the Honour to command by his Commiſſion; 
* all that I could do, was, that he ſhould ſerve in 
| that Capacity, according to his Seniority, which 
did ſubmit him to ſeveral others, who nevertheleſs, 
would not pretend to concern themſelves with the 
Forces of his Government; in Relation to whom, 
I ſhould addreſs myſelf to him; that he was to ac- 
cept this Propoſition, or not to embark with me, | 
for I had no Orders to compel him, 1 | | 
After refuſing theſe Offers he left me; and think- 1 
ing no more of him, I was ſurprized to hear, that = 
be took all imaginable Care for what was perſonally A 
neceſſary. to him in this Expedition; and that he 
reported, he would rather come on board as a pri- 
vate Soldier, than not engage in ſo glorious an 
Affair. He ſhewed much Courage and Deſire 
of Glory in his Diſcourſe, and it is Pity, that he 
afterwards diſcover'd his Reſolution to proceed from 


| Motives and Intereſts ſomething Jeſs generous. 

In the mean Time we employ'd ourſelves in 

. getting of Water, Wood, and other Things neceſ- 

c tary for the Squadron, and to fit up the Veſſels of 

. the Buccaniers, which were all unrigg'd ; without the 

f Help of the Rigging and Cordage, that I ordered | J 
to be delivered them by my Squadron, it would 4 


have been impoſſible for them to put to Sea; we | | 
8 likewiſe 


Monſieur De Pointi's 


IO 


likewiſe diſtributed the Proviſions there, which I 


had brought for the Forces that were to embark with 
meʒ in ſhort, we prepared all things for our Departure. 
It was then neceſſary to regulate the Pretenſions of 
the Buccaniers, who deſired to be aſſured of their 
Shares of the expected Prizes. 8 

Theſe Free- booters are, for the moſt Part, com- 


pos'd of thoſe that deſert from Ships that come up- . 


on the Coaſt: The Advantage they bring to the 


Governors, protects them againſt the Proſecution of 
the Law; beſides, all thoſe that are apprehended in 


France, as Vagabonds, or ſuch as can give no Ac- 


count of themſelves, are ſent to theſe Iſlands, where 
they are oblig'd to ſerve for three Years. The firſt Þ 


that gets them, obliges them to work in the Plantati- 
ons; at the End of the Term of Servitude, ſome Body 
lends them a Gun, and to Sea they go a Buccanter- 
ing. This Profeflion hath maintained itſelf a lon 


while by this Sort of Recruits, and ſubſiſts by their 
Piracies; they were formerly altogether indepen- 


dent, but of late Years they have been reduced un- 
der the Government of the Coaſt of S. Domingo; 
they have Commiſſions given them, for which they 
pay the Tenth of all Prizes, and are now called 
the King's Subjects: For the Governors of St. Do- 
mingo being enrich'd by them, do mightily extol 
them for the Damages they do to the Spaniards, and 
endeavour to have it believed that the Buccamers 
are the Strength and Support of the Colony; where- 
as, they are in Effect the Ruin of it: For if ſuch 
as are conveyed thither, were kept from the Liber- 


ty of embracing this infamous Profeſſion, which 


an Impunity for all ſorts of Crimes renders ſo much 
beloved, we ſhould not have loſt, in a few Years, 
above fix thouſand Men, that might have improved 


and peopled the Colony. And thus indeed they 


would have been truly the Strength and Support of 
the Place. —.— < 
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Expedition to Carthagena, 11 
As to their Matters, altho' they are pleaſed to be 
counted the King's Subjects, yet it is with ſo much 
Arrogance, as obliges all thoſe that are deſirous 
to make uſe of them, to court them in the moſt 
flattering Terms. This not being agreeable to my 
Diſpoſition, and being they were in the Dominions 
of his Majeſty, andeſteeming them as his Subjects, 
which the Governor was obliged to deliver to me; 
I plainly told them, that they ſhould find me a 
Commander to lead them on, but not as a Compa- 
nion of their Fortune; that if they made any Dif- 
ficulties, either to embark or obey, I would certain- 
ly burn all their Veſſels, even to the pooreſt Boats, 
and inevitably deprive them of the Means for ſome 
Years, if not for ever, of continuing their Depre- 
dations. 5 
It was fear'd, that upon theſe Threats they would 
betake themſelves to the Woods, as being their 
uſual Retreat upon any Diſſatisfact ion: But I knew 
they apprehended very much the Execution of my 
Menaces ; and moreover, that the Governor, who 


is ſo highly concerned in their Piracies, would 


omit no ſort of Care to retain them in their Duty. 
The Demand they made, of having their Share 
in the Diviſion of the Prizes ſecured to them, was 
very reaſonable ; therefore I explained myſelf in 
Writing, and cauſed it to be fixed up in ſeveral 


Places, implying, That they ſhould, Man for Man, 
have the ſame Shares of Booty, that were allowed to 


the Men on Board the King's Ships. 

I was informed of their Cuſtoms, and that of di- 
vers Ways of dividing the Shares, (which is com- 
monly a very troubleſome Buſineſs) ; the moſt uſual 
Method was this, by reckoning by the Number of 
the Men; for Example: A Veſſel of a hundred 
Men, hath double the Allowance that is made to 
another of but Fifty, ſo the reſt in Proportion. I 
made no manner of Delay in the Choice I was to 


C 2 make; 
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make; as likewiſe to acquaint them, that I could 
not meddle with any thing that belonged to the 
King, the Admiral, and the Undertakers of the 
Armament. That his Majeſty had been pleaſed to 
allow to the ſeveral Ships Companies, the Tenth of 
the Firſt Million, and a Thirtieth Part of all the 
others: And I engaged myſelf in Writing to give 
the Buccanters the ſame Terms. Du Caſſè told me, 
that I had taken the eaſieſt Method, deſiring me 
only to leave with him the Original of that 
Writing, including the Frigate Pontchartrain, 
commanded by Lieutenant Afornay, who deſired 
to ſerve in the Squadron upon the ſame Conditions 
that I had granted to the Buccaniers: There was 
likewiſe comprehended, at the Deſire of Du Caſſe, 
a Frigate of St. Malo, fitted both for War and 
Traffick. We ſhall have Occaſion to mention 
this Writing again, in the Sequel of our Story. 
Upon the Eighteenth, all the Ships that I had 
left at Cape Francis, having join'd my Squadron 
with La Motte d' Heran, whom I had likewiſe or- 
dered to join me ; I made ready on the Nineteenth 
to go and anchor at Cape Tiburon, being the 
furtheſt Weſtern Point of S/. Domingo; the 
Water there is better and eaſier to be got, than in 
any other Place, ſo it was abſolutely neceſſary for 
me to touch there; beſides, I was very deſirous to 
get out of Port, to oblige the Buccamers to come 

on Board, which they ever defer to the laſt Mo- 
ment; however, they at laſt got on Board, ſeeing 
me at ſome Diſtance, and followed the Squadron, 
as allo the Pontchartrain, which Du Caſſe had 
choſen for himſelf ; when on a ſudden, a violent 
North-wind, which is very extraordinary, and 

rarely known in this Seaſon, ſcattered not only the 
Buccaniers, but likewiſe all the Ships of my Squa- 
dron, inſomuch that I continued alone for above 
thirty Hours, two Chaloups ſent from the Scepter, 
; tO 


6 


Expedition to Carthagena. 13 
to the Aſſiſtance of two Buccaniers in danger of 
ſtranding, not being able to get up with me; but 
good Weather coming on, we all met upon the 
28th in the Road of Jrois, three Leagues diſtant 
from Cape Tiburon. 
Until then I had kept my Deſign ſecret, not be- 
ing wholly determined on the Matter: Du Caſſe, 
who underſtood by his Letters from Court, that the 
principal Deſign of the Expedition was upon Car- 
thagena, did judge the Execution impoſſible, by 
0 Reaſon of the ſeveral Accidents already mention'd, 
and the ſmall Number of Forces with me. He 
'Y repreſented unto me, with much Appearance of 
Reaſon, that according to the laſt Advices from the 
Indian Coaſts, the Galleons muſt be at Porto Bello, 
or upon their Way to Caribagena, in order to their 
Return for Spain; that we might reaſonably hope 
to meet with them by ſteering that Courſe ; and 
that by our Strength we might reckon ourſelves ſe- 
cure of them, altho' we found them in Porto Bello, 
for notwithſtanding the Port is defended by three 
Caſtles, yet it is open enough for us to get in, and 
poſſeſs ourſelves of thoſe Caſtles, by Means of 
our Bombs. But I had my Reaſons not to follow 
this Opinion: The Galleons might as well be at 
Carthagena as at Sea, and I was ſenſible, by 
1 my own Experience, how uncertain *tis to meet 
= Ships at Sea, a Thing not to depended upon; 
5 


_ moreover, it ſeemed plain to me, that the leſs 
the Spamards were in a Condition to defend them- 


3 ſelves at Porto Bello, the leſs Reaſon I had to hope 
i... for an Advantage by their Defeat, otherwiſe than 
It. in the Honour I might gain; for they would cer- 
G tainly have burnt, or ſunk, their Ships, upon the 
ne Approach of ſuch a Squadron as I had the Honour 
a- to command, and that Treaſure, not loſt to them, 
ve muſt have been abſolutely ſo to me, ſince I could 
r, not poſſibly have continued long enough there, to 


to get it out of the Water, Theſe 


ths i 
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| Theſe Conſiderations abſolutely diſſuaded me 


from going firſt of all to Porto Bello, which Voyage 


would have ſpent my Proviſions, and render'd me 
uncapable of any other conſiderable Attempt. Vera 
Cruz was a more likely Place; for we were well 
aſſured, that one of. the Flotas had been there ever 
ſince the Beginning of September; and that they 


could not go away before the Beginning of May, 


therefore I could not miſs meeting with them ; 


' moreover, my Forces were ſufficient to make me 
Maſter of the City, which may be entred without 


our being expoſed to the Fire of the Caſtle, which 


is impregnable by its advantageous Situation: It 


is built on a Rock, in the middle of the Sea, and 
ſurrounded on all Sides with extraordinary Fortifi- 
cations. However, with my great Store of Artil- 
lery, I could, in a very little Time have reduced 


that Caſtle to Aſhes; beſides the Bombs that 1 
could have uſed from my Ships, I might have rais d 
| what Batteries of Cannon and Mortars I pleaſed 
on Shoar, which is not above two hundred Yards 


1 e e OP 
I ſhould not have run the Riſque here as I muſt 


have done at Porto Bello, of ſeeing the Spaniards 
burn the Ships to deprive me of their Silver: For it 


being well known they do embark the Plate there, 
but a very few Days before the Departure of the 
Flota, conſequently, at the worſt, I could only 


have loſt the Merchandizes, of which I made little 
Account. In ſhort, *tis probable, I ſhould have 


engag'd in this Expedition, had I not received ſome 
Advices at St. Domingo, that occaſioned me new 
Perplexities, viz. That tho' the Plate was not uſed 


to be embark'd until the Day before the Fleet ſailed, 


and was brought from Mexico to Vera Cruz, long 
before it was put on Board; yet of late Years, upon 


ſome Jealouſies, they bring it no farther than Pue- 


blo de los Angelos, forty Leagues up the Country, 


from 
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from whence *tis conveyed directly on Board the 
Flota. FO YR. 

According to the Rules of Navigation, which 
*tis not neceſſary to inſert here, the Flota could not 
fail till the Month of May; yet they might not come 
away even until the Month of Auguſt; ſo if they had 
not by Chance taken the Reſolution of coming a- 
way with the firſt of the Seaſon, it being then but 
March, and we not above three Weeks fail from 
them, I did foreſee that our Deſign would be ruin'd 
by my Arrival before the Plate was brought down, 
and I was no ways in a Condition of marching 
forty Leagues, with ſuch a ſmall Body of Forces, 
in an Enemy's, and well- inhabited Country. 
Moreover I was not willing to begin with a Place 

that ſhould have fruſtrated my farther Intentions, 
in caſe I had been unſucceſsful : For ſuch is the 
Nature of the Gulph of Mexico, at the Bottom 
whereof Vera Cruz is ſituated, that at our coming 
out again, it would not be poſſible for us to enter- 
tain any other Thoughts, but thoſe of returning to 
Europe, as well becauſe of the Length of the 
Voyage, as becauſe theWinds and the Setting of the 
Currents, would have prevented all other Attempts 
to the Eaſtward. 

The only Place I could fix my Reſolutions upon, 
was Carthagena, which lay to windward ; and altho 
I ſhould have miſſed my Aim there, yet it would 
not have been any Obſtacle to my other Deſigns; 
not even againſt Vera Cruz, unleſs I conſumed my 
Time by adventurouſly falling upon the firſt Place, 

without a well-grounded Aſſurance of carrying it: 
The ſmall Number of my Forces, was the only 
Thing that could diſſuade me from this Attempt; 
but this Want of Strength, might be remedied by 

good Management. = 
Capt. Venner, an Engliſhman, having been ſeveral 

| Years in the Service of the Spaniards in the I" 
| | GIS, 
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dies, and commanded ſeveral of their Ships, was late. 


ly come into the Service of France, and was placed 


on Board Deſaugets, until ſome other Employ ſhould 
be given him. This Officer was very well ac- 


quainted with the Coaſts and Places of the Weſt- 


Indies; he had likewiſe ſome Knowledge of Geo- 


metry, and by the Aſſiſtance of Canetie, my prin- 


cipal Engineer, I got him to draw ſeveral Plans, 


eſpecially that of Carihagena, which we found to be 


as Exact as any Thing could be expected that was 
made by Memory. b 


Muy firſt Defign was to have immediately landed 


with five thouſand Men, near Carthagena, not in- 
cluding the Seamen. I expected to have drawn 
theſe F, orces from the Places before-mentioned, with 
which I reckoned I ſhould be able to force the Place, 
tho” beſides its ordinary Defence, the whole Strength 
of the Galleons ſhould have been in it. But I was 


all Manner of Ways very much miſtaken in my Ac- 


count, ſcarce having one half of the Forces I pro- 


pos d, with which there was no Probability of tak- 


ing a Place ſo famous in India, and fo well known 


in Europe, for its Fortifications, which I found to 


be even better than they were reputed to be. The 
Ships were to anchor in the open Sea, and by that 
means muſt have been expos'd to all the Inconveni- 
encies of the bad Seaſon, which was not quite over; 


| beſides, I might have been ſurpriz'd by the Engli/ 


Squadron, which I knew had Orders to follow me. 


In this caſe there was no likelihood for me to expect | | 


any Service from the Seamen, it being altogether 


neceſſary to leave them on Board to work the Ships | 
in bad Weather; but then again, having only the 
Land- Forces to re-embark, I might, upon any Oc- ! 


caſion, ſoon put myſelf into a Poſture of Defence. 
Then I imagin'd, that if inſtead of attacking 
Carthagena, I only attempted Bocca chica, which 


defends the Entrance into that vaſt Harbour, caller 
| = 


#: 
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che Lagune of Carthagena, and ſhould carry that 
Fort, the reſt would be eaſily acquired, by reaſon 1 


might bring my Ships under the Protect ion of this 
Fort, and thereby make uſe of the Seamen that 
might then be ſpared from the Ships, which would 


in ſome Meaſure make up the Want of Land- Forces. 
However, this Deſign had its Difficulties like- 


wiſe : For the Paſſage which this Fort defends, is 


ſo narrow and winding, that there's no failing 


through it, but you muſt warp your Ships along 


by their Anchors and Cables; now two Ships rid- 
ing within, can prevent this Work, and alone de- 
fend the Entrance againſt the ſtrongeſt Fleet: 1 
could not imagine, but that the Spaniards would 
_ uſe that Precaution, in caſe the Galleons had been 
at Carthagena, e 
On the other Hand, if I could make a Deſcent 
on any other Part of the Iſland, at one End of which 
ſtands Carthagena, at the other Bocca chica, I might 
probably ſurmount all Difficulties, by expeditiouſly 


landing of my Cannon; with which croſſing the 


Iſland, and raiſing of Batteries on the Banks of the 


Tagon, I knew very well, I could either fink, or 
force away any Ships that ſhould be poſted to defend 
the Entrance: As to the Fort, I did no ways doubt 


the taking of it with the Help of my Bombs, in 


ſpight of any Succours the Enemy might bring to 
it by Land. . 
Being once in Poſſeſſion of Bocca chica, I had ſe- 
veral Reaſons for good Hopes, in caſe the Galleons 
were not there, that I ſhould, by the Help of the 
veamen (which I might take when the Ships were 
lecur'd) be enabled to attempt Carthagena ; and if 


the Galleons were there, then I propos'd to attack 


them; and in caſe they ſhould reſolve to ſink them- 
ſelves, then I ſhould be able ſo to terrify the Place 


with my Bombs, that they would yield to a Contri- 


bution that might reimburſe my Undertakers; and 
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from thence I could afterwards ſteer to ſome other 
Leeward Place. | 
After I had duly weighed theſe Matters, J abſo- 
lutely reſolved upon failing to Carthagena, and I 
publiſhed my Reſolution ; which was applauded and 
received with all Marks of Satisfaction from the 
Soldiers. D Caſſe propos'd the ſending away two 
Frigates of Buccaniers, to precede me, which ſhould 
land in the Night near Carthagena, to take what 
Priſoners they could make, and carry them to Sam- 
bee, twelve Leagues to Windward of Cartbagena, 
and there expect our Coming. Capt. Pierre, and 
Capt. Blou, were inſtantly commanded to ſail upon 
this Deſign; but inſtead of executing theſe Orders, 
the Deſire of Pillaging, according to their uſual Cuſ- 
tom, engaged them to chaſe ſome ſmall Veſſels 
they met, which they had not the Courage to board 
after they had driven them aground ; and this occa- 
ſioned them to loſe ſo much Time, that without 
having been at Cartbagena, they arrived after me 
at Sambee, where a ſudden Guſt from the North- 
Eaſt, called here a Breeze, had forced me to come 
to an Anchor, and wait for better Weather to ap- 
pear before Carthagena in, bas 
On the thirteenth, the Wind being abated, we 
got under Sail, and directed our Courſe for Car- 
thagena. The whole Fleet was compoſed of theſe 
Ships : Seven Frigates from eight to twenty four 


Guns, on board them about fix hundred and fifty 


Buccaniers. One hundred and ten Inhabitants of 
St. Domingo, one hundred and ſeventy Garriſon Sol- 
diers of the Coaſt, and one hundred and eighty Ne- 
groes, were diſperſed on board the Men of War, 

and Flyboats belonging to the Squadron, This was 
all the Aſſiſtance which I received from the Govern- 
ment of St. Domingo, 3 


The 
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The Pontchartrain, and the French Frigate were 

join'd to us as before mentioned; the one having 

forty Guns, and one hundred Men; the other twen- 
ty four Guns, and ſixty Men. 

The Squadron was compos'd of ſeven great 
Ships. 

The Scepter, carrying eighty four Guns, and fix 
hundred and fifty Men, commanded by Guillotin : 
I was on board this Ship. 

The St. Lewis of ſixty four Guns, and four 
hundred and twenty Men, commanded by Levy, 

| who acted as Vice-Admiral. 

The Fort of ſeventy Guns, and four . and 
fifty Men, commanded by the Viſcount Coetlogon, 
who ſerved as Rear Admiral. 

The Vermandois, Apollo Furicux, and St. Mi- 

: chael, all four of ſixty Guns each, and three hun- 

dred and fifty Men, were commanded by Dubui/- 
ſon Gombaud, La Moite Michel, and the Cheva- 

lier de Maralles. Pp 

The Chriſt, a Spani ſb. Prize, commanded by the 
Chevalier de la Moite d' Heran, of two hundred and 
twenty Men, and forty four Guns. 

The Avenant, by the Chevalier Francine, two 

hundred Men, and thirty Guns. 

The Marin, commanded by St. Vandrille, had 
one hundred and eighty Men, and twenty eight 
Guns. 

The Eclatant, Bomb-Leſſel, comanded by De- 
Mons, had ſixty Men. 

The Providence, Brigantine, of. thirty Men, 
and four Guns, commanded by the Chevalier De 
DL Eſcouet., | 
Two Flyboats. 

Four Docks, call'd by the French T -averſie ter, who 
had each of them one Gun, and a Mortar. = 
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On board theſe Ships, and Veſſels, were one 
hundred and ten Officers, fifty five Guards Marine, 


two thouſand one hundred Sea- men, one thouſand 


ſeven hundred and fifty Soldiers, effective Men. 


Before I left the Road of Irois, or Cape Tiburon, 
which is the ſame Place, I had regulated the Deſcent, 


and the manner of employing our Forces. 


The Captains of the Men of War, viz. thoſe 
that effectually were ſo, (but not all thoſe who eom- 


manded for ſuch, as did ſeveral Galliot- Captains, 


and ſome Men of War Lieutenants) were to ſerve as 


General- Officers, dividing themſelves according to 


their Seniority, to be alternately aſhoar and on board; 
for it was abſolutely neceſſary to have ſome of them 
always in Command on board the Ships. Du Caſſe 


had the Command of all the Buccaniers, and Inha- 
bitants of the Coaſt, whom I left to him, under 


their ancient Captains. 
By Order of the Court, there was a State Major, 
compos' d of Sorel, Inſpector-General of the Marine 

Troops of Britany. The Deſire of ſerving in this 
Expedition, induc'd him likewiſe to take upon him 


the Function of Major-General ; but taking place 


only as Captain of Theſut, Major; of two Aid- 


Majors-Generals, who were the Chevaliers Jaucoru 


8 De Pointis; a Sub- Major-General, Beranudin; 3 


and ſome Guards Marine, as Sub- Majors: 
Of Du Tilleul, Commiſſary. 
One principal Engineer, and another, viz. Ca- 


nette and Tangey, for whom were composd two 


Brigades of Officers, or Guards-Marine, as alſo 


ſome Voluntier-Soldiers, that were in ſome mea- 


ſure thought capable of ſerving as Engineers. The 


Chevalier de Ferriere, du Creſt, and Courſy, were 


the chief of theſe Brigades ; the Chevaliers de Neſ- 


mond, and Pouilermon!, Enſigns. La Land du 
Ches, and Rochebonne, Guards-Marine, choſe to 


| Six 


ſerve as Aids de La under me, 
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Six Battalions were compos'd of the Soldiers on 
board the King's Ships; the firſt was a Body of 


two hundred and fifty Grenadiers, drawn out of all 


the reſt commanded, by La Roche de Vigier, Capt. 
of a Frigate, but then ſerving as ſecond Captain on 
board the Scepter, commanded, I fay, by him, as 
Colonel; le Chevaliers de Vexins, Lieutenant of a 
Man of War, as Lieutenant Colonel; FYaujaux 
ſerv'd as Major; St. Lazare d' Aide; Framine, 
Monttrufier, and Vignancourt, had the Command 
of the five Companies that made this Battalion. 
The five Senior Lieutenants of Infantry Marine, 
commanded as Colonels in the five other Battalions 
of three hundred Men each; who were the Cheva- 
lier Marolles, le Chenau, de Breſne, Simonet ; the 
Guards-Marine were divided among them to aug- 
ment the Number of Officers. Beſides theſe, I made 
Detachments of four hundred Seamen, under their 
own Officers, all arm'd with Scythes and Piſtols z 
upon occaſion, theſe were to be commanded by 
Lieutenants of Ships, that had no Companies, who 


were de Vaulx, Languejoue, Carcavy, Siglas, and 


Sabran ; theſe were to be reliev'd by five Captains 
of Fireſhips that were on board our Squadron. 
The one hundred and ſeventy Soldiers drawn 
out of the Garriſons on the Coaſt of St. Domingo, 
were in a ſeparate Body, and commanded by Beau- 
mont. The one hundred and ten Inhabitants, and 
the one hundred and eighty Negroes, made 


each of them another. The Buccaniers were all in 


one Troop. | Oe IRS. 
The Plans, and Memoirs, which I had of ſeve- 
ral Places, of whoſe Errors I have much reaſon to 
complain, were nevertheles true in one Point: For 

they gave me a plain Aſſurance, that if we did not 
ſeize at our Arrival at Carthagena, upon a conſide- 
table Eminence, and a Church called Noſtre Dame 
de la Pouppe, that commands the Avenues, all the 
p T reaſure 
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Treaſure would be carried off, the greateſt Part 
being in Gold and Emeralds, eaſily to be tranſ. 
ported up into the Country ; which the Spaniards 
would not fail to do, upon the Approach of ſuch 
a formidable Fleet. CEE * 
I o get Poſſeſſion of this Poſt, I reſolved to lang 
the Buccaniers the Night after my coming to an 6 
Anchor, they being very proper for ſuch an Al- 
tempt, as being accuſtomed to marching and ſubſiſt- 
ing in the Woods, where each of them carries his 
own Proviſions, and lives upon what he kills; ſo 
I was informed at leaſt : Thus not being encum- 
bered with any Baggage, their March might be 
| kept ſecret, their Irruption unexpected, and in caſe Þ 
of Neceſſity, their Retreat ſecure by Ways un- 
paſſable to others. I had concerted with Du Caſe 2 
all things relating to this Deſign, which he undertook Þ 
to ſee executed: We agreed upon the Signals he 
ſhould make me by Fires from the Hills, to ac- 
quaint me whether he wanted any Aſſiſtance, or } 
Veſſels to re-embark his Men; or upon Taking of 
the Poſt, whether he was in a Condition of main- 
taining it or not. On my Part, I was to inform 
him by Signals from the Ships of my Condition, 
and the Reſolution which various Accidents might 
oblige me to take. CM vette 1 
HFaving concluded upon this Method of executing | 
our Deſign, we arriv'd between Caribagena and | 
il Point Hicacos, four Leagues to the Eaſtward, where | 
118 finding good Anchorage in a great Bay, which the 
| Land makes by running out to the Southward, we | 
= came to an Anchor about Four a Clock, two 
Leagues from the City, on the ſame Day, being 


1 the Thirteenth, The Squadron was got ready in 
=. the Morning at Sambee, and I deliver'd all my 
1K Orders by Signals: By this Diligence I was ſure 
Ut to make a ſecure Deſcent, it not being poſſible that 
| 4 2 | ow | J 
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N an Enemy could be able to guard all the Shoar, or 


march down time enough to hinder our landing. 
So ſoon as the Ships were come to an Anchor, 
made the Signal for the Chaloups (that were to 
land the Buccaniers) to go on board their Frigats, 
ſo ſoon as it was dark, and to them to be in Rea- 
dineſs for the Boats, altho* it was reſolved th 
ſhould not embark till Midnight, to the End they 
might be aſhoar ſome Hours only before Daylight. 
In the mean Time, the Fort, the Mutine, and 
the Bomb-Veſſel, according to their Orders, were 
advanc'd towards the City ; the laſt near enough to 
bombard, and the other two to guard her. I ex- 
pected, by thus employing of the Enemy with my 
Bombs, to divert them from taking other neceſſary 
Precautions” i | . 
When the Buccaniers were to be embarked, in 
order to their landing, they did not behave them- 
ſelves ſo heroically as Da Caſſe had boaſted of them: 
For this Separation from the King's Forces afforded 
them a Proſpe& of the dreadfulleſt Dangers ; they . 
began to apprehend the Want of Proviſions in the 
Woods, where they were uſed to ſubſiſt many 
Days, when they were only to rob and cut People's 
Throats ſleeping, whereas now they were to march 
againſt a People that ſtood on their Defence ; yet 
to take away one of their Pretences that covered 
their Fear, we delivered them Proviſion, and the 
Major-General, after much ſtirring, got them at 


| laſt into the Boats. 


All was in a Readineſs for the Deſcent, when I 
tortunately reſolved to viſit the Shoar, for the moſt 
proper Place of landing : One would not have 
thought that in a great Bay, ſheltered from. the 
Winds that uſually reign upon this Coaſt, where 
Ships find a good Anchorage, and the Sea calm, it 
ſhould be impoſſible to get aſhoar 3 but ſcarce were 

— — — 
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we come to it, when the Waves breaking upon the 
Rocks even with the Water, did but little miſs of 
* filling my Canoe quite full of Water at once: Levy, 
WW Du Caſſe, and Tilluel were with me. We rowed 
il down the Strand towards Carthagena, in Hopes of 
* ; finding ſome proper Place; but there the Sea ran 
1 N higher than from -whence we came; and when we 
Wo were falPn ſo low, that 1t was not poſſible to proceed 
| farther without engaging ourſelves among ſeveral 
1 little Lakes that from this Part water all the Ter- 
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ritories of Carthagena, our Canoe came athwart a 
Sea that filled her half full of Water; and now, in 
all Probability, our Enterprize, as yet not begun, 
was likely to end in a Goal: But Levy leaping into 
the Water, and by his Example encouraging the 2? 
Seamen, that followed him, tc uſe their utmoſt 7 
Efforts, we at length got our Canoe afloat, that 
had ſtruck on the Rock, and delivered ourſelves 
from that imminent Danger. Our firſt Care was, 
by the other Canoes of the Mayor's, to diſpatch Or- 
ders to the Chaloups, not to come near the Shoar ; 
where, embarraſs'd by a great Number of People 
on board them, and being every Way larger, 


l drawing more Water, and not ſo well provided 
\ i with Rowers as my Canoe was, their Ruin muſt 
ti have been inevitable, 2 
tl We were then, notwithſtanding all our Draughts 


| and Memoirs, oblig'd to agree, that Carthagena was 

inacceſſable on this Side: For if in fo calm a Day, 
the Sea was ſo boiſterous as we found it, what were 

ve to expect in other Weather? In ſhort, the Stay 


a 
U 
0 
1 
= - wwe made in this Country, had ſhewn us by Expe- fe 
n 
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11" rience, as well as inform'd us by the Relations of 

j the Inhabitants, that the Sea upon all this Coaſt, and 

in all Seaſons, is a natural invincible Rampart 3 
and that Carthagena is approachable only by the 
Lake, which makes the Harbour. 


I re- 
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L reflected with Concern on this diſaſterous Ad- 
venture; I foreſaw, that in not being able to poſ- 
ſeſs myſelf of that conſiderable Poſt of Noſtre dame 
de la Pouppe, I ſhould afford the Spaniards an Op- 
portunity of ſeveral Days to carry off whatſoever 
they were deſirous to ſave, by Reaſon I could not 
be able to come at them, until I had taken the Fort 
of Botca chica. $1 
Being wholly bent upon Bocca chica, the Fleet got 


in a Readineſs of failing the Morning on the Four- 


teenth, We deſigned to paſs ſo nigh the Walls of 


Carthagena, as to do them all the Miſchief my 
Guns could afford them; but notwithſtanding my 
utmoſt Care to provide all Things neceſſary for eve- 
ry Veſſel of the Buccaniers, who have the Reputa- 


tice of knowing this Coaſt z we found them ſo very 
ignorant, and ſo much at a Loſs, that we durſt not 
attempt any Thing upon the ſmall Informations 
that we could get from them ; ſo we reſolved totake 


the ſureſt Precautions poſſible, by ordering the Cha- 
loups to ſound before us. The Scepter not finding 
Water enough, could not come within Shot of the 
5 Town; the Lewis and the Fort that drew leſs, e- 


yen touched in ſeveral Places. However, thatdid 
not hinder them from firing, until I made them a 


Signal to join the Fleet. The Enemy made no great 


Fire, yet we perceived they had great Pieces, 


and good Store of them: To our Admiration, 


we obſerved, that Carthagena was incloſed only 


on this Side with Palliſadoes, and old Walls that 


were in many Places fallen down; whereupon we 
founded our Projects and Hope of a lucky Event; 
not knowing that Nature had ſufficiently provided 
for the Security of this Part, by the great Violence 


of the Sea that waſhes it: I touch'd twice, and came 


not this Night to an Anchor before Bocca chica, be- 
ing deſirous firſt to inform myſelf of all the Sound- 
ings; but came to an Anchor ſo ſoon as we found a 


E proper 
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proper Depth. We underſtood afterwards, that 


gena uſed to walk. 


might have kept themſelves concealed, and diſchar- 


the Place we had been in all Day, was about eight 
Years ſince a Plain, where the People of Cartha- 

1 ſent away the Chaloups, to ſound the Coaſt even 
up to the Fort, I ordered Sr. Vandrille on Board 
the Marine to an Anchor over-againſt the Entrance, 
that ſo he might prevent any Boats from carrying 
off Advice or Silver to Porto Bello. All the Officers 
and Pilots, that had been out to ſound, aſſured me, 


that there was every where Water enough, even to 
twenty Fathom, and near the Shore; and the Coaſt 


Jetting out to the Southward, had formed near the 
Fort, a Sort of a Haven ſecure from the Violence 


of the Sea, which ran too high every where elſe for 
a Deſcent; and a ſmall Neck of Land, or Promon- 
tory, did likewiſe protect us from the Fire of the 3 
Fort; whereupon it was reſolved to come to an An- Þ 
chor there, by the Break of Day, next Morning, 


being the Fifteenth, and to take our Anchoring 
Births, according to the Diſpoſition of the Place. 
All the Fleet were at an Anchor on the Fifteenth 


at Noon: I immediately diſpatched away Major | 


Theſut, to obſerve what Part of the Shore was moſt 
proper for a Deſcent, Upon his Return, I made 


the Signal for landing, and ordered Du Caſſe to take 


eighty Negroes that were on Board the Furieux, to 
embark on Board the Pereagoes, which are a very 
light Veſſel, and therefore in no Danger of ſtrand- 
ing; with theſe I ordered him to make up to Car- 


thagena, and to come very near the Shore, in two 
or three Places, without endeavouring to land, but 


only to draw out the Enemies, if there were ary, and 
by that Means oblige them to diſcover what they 
were; and if there was no Appearance of any, 
he was to inform me of it by a Signal: The 
Woods lie cloſe to the Sea- ſhore, where theSpaniards 


ged 


* 
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ged upon us without appearing, which oblig'd me to 
this Precaution; but Du Caſſe finding no ſuch Mat- 


ter, landed with his Negroes, and hoiſted the white 


Flag upon a Rock. This acquainted me that he 


was landed: The Chaloups immediately made to 


Shoar, and the Deſcent was made without any Op- 
poſition, The Negroes were forthwith employed 
with their Bills and Hatchets, to make a Way thro? 
the Wood tothe Lake, on the other Side of the I- 


land, where we deſigned to encamp, and make our 


Approaches to the Fort, the Ground on this Side 

towards the open Sea, not being ſo proper; beſides 
it was neceſſary to cut off their Communication with 
Carthagena by Land. The Ifland which is but nar- 
row at the Point were the Fort is ſituated, is but a 
Quarter of a League from the Sea to the Lake, 


at the Place our Negroes were cutting, within half 


Cannon Short of the Fort, from which we were co- 


vered by the Woods: The Way was made in a very 
little Time, ſo that all our Troops were ranged 


quite croſs the Iſland, making Places of Arms in 


the jeveral Paths of the Wood that lead to Cartha- 
gena. By this Means we were ſoon poſted, and the 


Places of Arms, or Corps du Guarde, were near 


enough to ſpeak to each other. 

While we were thus ſetting ourſelves Aſhore, 
the Lewis made a little more out, and began to Can- 
nonade the Fort; ſometime afterwards, the Fort 
Man of War doing the ſame, as likewiſe the Scep- 
ter, that followed at a little Diſtance, the Battery 
began to be very warm, the Bomb-Galliot, and 
the Traverſier with one Mortar, having taken their 
Stations, played their Parts very well, which con- 
tinued until Night. The Enemy made a very 


flow Fire, which did not occaſion us much Damage, 
only our Yards and Rigging ſuffered a little, and 


three Men were killed or wounded. 
——— * In 
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In our Approach to the Lake, we had a little 
crooked the Way leading towards the Fort, to the 
End we might fall directly in with a little Plain, 


which (the People of St. Domingo brought hither 


for our Guides, told us) lay between the Lake, the 
Wood, and the Fort; ſo we came out at the Foot 


of a riſing Ground, that was high and large enough 
to cover us, and from whence we had the Liberty 
of examining the Fort, which is not above Muſ- 
quet-ſhot from it : We lodged ourſelves here, ex- 
pecting the Approach of Night, to examine the 


Ditch, and where it was proper, to open the Tren- 


ches, by cutting down a Part of the Wood, which 
we perceived to be much nearer to the Fort, than 
the Way we had cut : So ſoon as it-was dark, the 
Major-General, and Canette, flipped away to make 
the Tour of the Place, upon the Bank of the Ditch; 


which they did without being diſcovered : Levy, 
Faucourt, and I, being without Deſign inſenſibly 


advanced into the Wood, until we perceived our- 


ſelves near to the Ditch, we were deſirous to exa- 


mine it. The Obſcurity, and great Stillneſs of the 


Night, favoured our Attempt; we met the Major- 


General and Canette who had been round; our Meet- 
ing happened to occaſion ſome little Noiſe, upon 
which the Centinels fired, and we returned, ſounding 


the Ground; which being proper for the Work, 


confirmed us in the Opinion of opening the Trench 
in that Part of the Wood which I ſaid was neareſt to 
the Fort ; beſides, a little Fen being between the 
Eminency and the Fort, did deprive us of the Con- 
veniency of carrying on our Work on that Side. 
Upon the ſixteenth in the Morning, we began 
to make our Faſcines, Gabions, and to get our Ar- 
tillery on Shore, which we wanted; one of the 
Mortars being brought aſhore in the Night, when 
one of thoſe great Pereagoes, that are much uſed in 
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the Weft Indies, and big enough to carry ſixty Men, 


came gently failing on to Bocca chica under the Shore, 


which ſhe did not imagine to be in our Poſſeſſion ; 


but being perceived by our Grenadiers there, they 
_ reſolutely took their Opportunity, without waiting 


for Orders, and fir'd fo thick into her, that at the 


firſt Diſcharge they killed and wounded fifteen or 
fixteen Men, ſeven or eight more, being perfectly 


ſcared, leaped into the Water and were drowned, 
the reſt throwing themſel ves into the Bottom of the 
Pereagoe, ſhe lay floating on the Water, until ſome 


of our Negroes launching off a little Boat, that was 


by chance there, made to her and brought her aſhore: 


Beſides the killed and wounded, there was eight and 


twenty Men in her, among whom were two Fran- 
ciſcan Friars, one of which had received a ſmall 
Hurt in his Arm: By theſe Priſoners I was inform- 


ed, that the Galleons were at Porto Bello, of which 
| I had no certain Account ſince my coming out. 
They had been there ever ſince the End of October, 
and were expected every. Moment at Carthagena ; 


their Stay at Porto Bello having been, contrary to all 
the Rules of Commerce, much longer than uſual. 


1 made uſe of one of theſe Friars to repreſent 
unto the Governor (whom I deſigned to ſummon) 


the Inſignificancy of his Defence, againſt ſuch un- 


equal Forces: I multiplied them in the Eyes of the 
Friar, by drawing forth all the Troops into the 
Wood ; and whilſt they amuſed him, I made ſome 
of them file off through the By-ways, and advance 
themſelves beyond thoſe he had ſeen ; the Ammu- 
\ nition, and Train of Artillery were ſhewed him; 


inſomuch that if the Matter had depended on him 
only, the Fort would have been ſurrendered at that 
very inſtant : However, he made uſe of all his 
Eloquence to the Governor; to whom he carried 
from me very honourable Propoſals. Heanſwered, 


by 


— — — — — 
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by my Drummer, that he was not reduced to the 
Condition of Capitulating ; but when he was, he 
would be willing to accept of the Offers I had 
made him: Moreover, he charged the Franciſcan 
in particular, with many Civilities to me. 

The Fort Man of War returned to her Station to 
batter the Fort; but the Bullets that flew over it, 
falling into a Quarter of the Camp, that we deſigned 

not to quit, I ſent her Orders not to retire, and to 
the Sceptre, and St. Lewis, going to the ſame Work, 
to return to their firſt Births. The Mortars on 
Board, and thoſe on Shore, began to fire at the 
ame Time. | | 
| About Two in the Afternoon, two greater Pe- 
| reagoes than that in the Morning, came before te 
=_— - Wind, to land Succours at the Fort, which the ; 
| Governor of Carthagena had been ſollicited to ſend 
| thither, upon finding their Miſtake, in believing 
1 that my Expedition was upon the Galleons, and to 


1 land at Porto Bello; and that I durſt not engage 
1 upon an Enterprize of that Moment, as was the at- 
1 tacking of Carthagena; but came thither only to 
. ſee if the Galleons were there. 


1 . The Adventure and Example of the Morning, 
inſpired ſome of the Buccaniers with a Reſolution 
of doing what the Grenadiers had done: Theſe laſt 
Pereagoes having paſſed ſomething wide from the 

Poſt of the laſt, drew to the Shore only when they 
were pretty near the Fort; theſe Buccaniers, at 

b the Head of whom may be about twenty Men, that MF 
deſerve to be diſtinguiſhed for their Courage, my r 
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Intention being very far from corfiprehending them t 

in the Deſcriptions which I make of the others: a 

Theſe Buccaniers, I ſay, having poſſeſſed, themſelves a 

of ſome little Houſes on the Lake-ſide, made a 8 
| | very great Fire upon the Pereagoes ; the Noiſe a 
0 brought the Major-General, Canette, Gougon, and t 
i | ſome other Officers to them, who nnn ne = 
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ſmall Number of Buccaniers accidentally joined by 
ſome Soldiers, led them towards the Fort, to pre- 


vent the Pereagoes that kept on their Way, from 


landing the Forces on Board them. The other 
Buccamers, by the Example of the firſt, having 
taken Arms, ran to the Shore, where they made 
an extraordinary Fire ; but the Place being within 
Muſket-ſhot of the Fort, the Enemy began to fire 
upon them; and the Buccaniers, who are not uſed 


to engage where there is any Danger, made the 


moſt of their Heels to bring themſelves to ſhelter : 
I met them in their Way, and finding that Words 


were of no Weight with them, I lighted on a 


Cudgel, and with that forced them to return to the 
Poſt they had abandoned. Du Caſſe was ſurpriſed 
at this Way of carrying Men on, yet concealed in 
Silence, the Vexation he conceived at the Action. 
In this Space of Time the Pereagoes, terrified with 


the Diſcharge they ſuſtained, were tacked about, 
and on their Return towards Carthagena : The 


Major-General taking the- Advantage of this Op- 
portunity, -poſted himſelf with the ſmall Troop 


that followed him, at the Foot of the Counterſcarp, 
which the Blindneſs of the Spaniards had left fo, as 


it covered us from the Fire of the Ramparts. 
Canette, Le Cher, Martin, and Gougon, were 
wounded in this Action; fifteen Soldiers and Buc- 
camers were killed and wounded, La Mothe, En- 
ſign of the Buccamers, pitched his Colours, yet 
neither his Signal nor my Blows, were ſufficiently 
powerful to make, his Companions advance. I 


then imagined, that by ſuſtaining thoſe that were 


at the Foot of the Counterſcarp, I might make an 


advantageous Buſineſs of this accidental Attempt : 


So I abandoned the Buccaniers to their Cowardice, 
and ordered two Companies of Grenadiers, with 
the Battalion of de la Cbenau that was at hand, to 


march: Levy put himſelf at their Head, and, to 


ſhorten 


1 
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ſhorten the Way, marched up to his Belly through 
' the Water, and ſo poſſeſſed himſelf likewiſe of te 
| Foot of the Counterſcarp ; at this inſtant Du Caſe A 
| received a Contuſion on the Thigh, by a Cannon 
| | Ball falling among a Heap of Stones. The Major. 
= General did not forget to ſend me word, that the 
1 Poſt he had taken might be kept, by cauſing tje 
ll Troops to march, altho* at the hazard of ſome 
| Men, by reaſon of the Fire which they were to 
it ſuſtain in going to it; but thoſe Men were got to 
i him, before his Meſſenger had ſpoke to me, ſo ? 
1 there was no Time for Deliberation, it being neceſ- 2 
[| ſary to maintain this Lodgment; becauſe te 
| i Counterſcarp almoſt. environing the Place, through *' 
| the Fault of not being cut ſloping at the Foot, af- 
"if forded Shelter from the Fire a the Ramparts, and 
| | was capable of receiving a greater Number of Men 
1 than mine. I ſent Major Theſut to bring up the 
1 Battalions, as likewiſe the Ladders, with all ima- 
1 ginable Expedition, to be at Hand, in caſe there 


| 

( 

| 

| 

{ 

| 

| ſhould be occaſion for them; and as the Battalions 

came up, ſo they defiled off to the Foot of the 

Counterſcarp. The Beſieged fired very briskly, 
but being obliged to expoſe their whole Bodies, | 

that their Shot might not be made too high, and | 

{ 

: 

[ 

I 

] 

| 


being eaſily reached in that Poſture, they ſoon be- 
\f thought themſelves of firing from behind their De- 
Ii fences, and thereby occaſioned us but very little 
1 Du Buiſſon Varenne was at the Place of our De- 
Iii ſcent with two Battalions, who hearing the Noiſe 
I of our Fire, imagined we were attacking the Place, 
i altho' he knew not in what Manner; he made thro' iF 
| the Wood, into the Place where the two Mortars . 
| were raiſed, and by the Way of the little Plain, 
which is but a quarter ſo long as that in the Wood 


which makes a Circle, he brought us that Supply 
at the Minute the Beſieged called out, 7 
e willing 
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willing to capitulate, if they might have good Quar- 
ter. I anſwered them, that there was good Quarter 
for them; but that was all: And, that, if they did 


not immediately throw their Arms into the Ditch, 


for an Inſtance. of their Sincerity to ſurrender, I 
would continue the ſetting up of my Ladders ; after 
which, they were not to hope for Quarter. Se- 
vera] of them obeyed, and we ſaw the Harquebuzes 
in the Air falling into the Ditch, By this being 
very well aſſured of their Intention, I preſently 
confirmed the firſt Aſſurance of fair Quarter, with 


my farther Promiſes of good Uſage : 1 required to 


have the Gate opened at that Inſtant, my Impati- 
ence not being ſatisfied with their calling from the 
Place, that they were actually at Work upon clea- 


ring of it: For I was apprehenſive, that ſome Al- 


teration might happen by the Delay. But to appeaſe 


me, they let down a Man by a Cord, who came 
to aſſure me from the Governor, That they uſed 


the utmoſt Diligence to deliver themſelves into my 


Hands. In a Moment of Time the Gate was opened, 


and old Sanchez Ximenez, who had been Governor 


for above twenty- five Years, came and delivered 


the Keys into my Poſſeſſion. I gave him all the 
Comfort I could, in the good Uſage I ſhewed him, 
by giving him and his Officers their Liberties, 

and among the reſt too, the Preſident of the Iſle of 
St, Martha, who happened to be at that Time in 
the Fort, and to be wounded : Moreover, I per- 
mited the Governor to carry away whatſoever be- 
longed to him ; and the next Day he retired, with 


his Domeſticks and Slaves, to his Country- Houles, 
on the other Side of the Lake. 


This Piece of Succeſs did not ſtand me in above 
fifty Men, therein comprehending all the ſeveral 
Bodies, as Grenadiers, Soldiers, Inhabitants of the 
Coaſts, Negroes, and Buccaniers. The Garriſon 
being Priſoners of War, were confined. La Roche, 
du Vigier, that commanded the Grenadiers, I made 

F 5 _ Gover- 
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34 Monſieur De Pointis's 
Governor ; to whom, beſides Cannoniers, and other 
neceſſary Workmen, I left the Soldiers of the Coaſt 
for his Garriſon. By this I put him into a Condi- 
tion of defending me, if occaſion were. The Ene- 
mies Garriſon did - conſiſt of about three hundred 
Men, whereof two hundred and ten remained fit for 
Service, the reſt were either killed or wounded in 
the Bombardment, Cannonading, and Attack, 

Oa the ſeventeenth we re-embarked all that we 
had on Shoar, towards the Main Sea, and began to 
work ourſelves into the Lake; but the careful tran- 
ſporting of our Ammunition and Proviſion being of 
the higheſt Conſequence, and could only be counted 
ſafe in the Lake, I reſolved not to ſtir, until they 
were got in: For which Reaſon I was obliged to 
_ defer our March until the next Day, to the ſecond 
Fort, that was about two Leagues and a half from 
us, called St. Croix; the Taking of which was not 
leſs neceſſary to enable our Ships to come within 
 Cannon-ſhot of Carthagena, than that of Bocca chica 
to facilitate the Entrance into the Lake. 

My Intention all along was to cut off the Ave- 
nues of Carthagena, ſo ſoon as it was poſſible, by 
ſecuring the Polt of Neſtre Dame de la Pouppe ; to 
which Purpoſe, I had in the Moraing ſent away the 
| Brigantine, Traver/iers, and Chaloups, neceſſary 
for the carrying of the Buccaniers, which I order'd 
upon this Expedition, for the Reaſons before-men- 

tion'd, Du Caſſe fearing that a long troubleſome 
March might bring his Contuſion into a Wound, 

refuſed to charge himſelf with the Command: His 

Major, that had formerly ſerved with thoſe Pirates, 

and was at preſent in a conſiderable Employ, ought 

to have had this Command; but he likewiſe diſ- 
truſted his Health: Thus there was only Daunok 
left, who was no Ways agreeable to them, as well 
by Reaſon of his Misfortune, in not having acqui- 
red on the Coaſt of &. Domingo, either the Eſteem 
gr Love of any Body; as, likewiſe upon the Ac- 
count 
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count of being Lieutenant-Governor ul her where 
Y they never make any Stay; ſo they could not be 
"Y perſuaded, that he had any Right to command 
them: However, it was neceſſary I ſhould make 
Uſe of him, for want of another. I diſpoſed of 
all Things for it, delivered him his Inſtructions, 

and even made moſt of them embark in my Pre- 
ſence z yet no ſooner was my Back turned, but he 


„ >. TO OO 


— 


e came running up with Tears in his Eyes, to demand 
5 Juſtice upon their Inſolence, for preſſing them to 
- go into the Boats, that attended on them; it was 
f murmur'd about, that they did not know him, nei- 
d ther would they obey him: In ſhort, they refuſed 
y to embark z whereupon he took one of them by the 
0 Arm, to puſh him into the Canoe, which the Fel- 
d low had the Impudence to return very inſolently. 1 


forthwith ordered the Delinquent to be ſhew'd to 
me, and upon the Spot I had him tied to a Tree; 
2 Confeſſor was called, a Cloth bound over bis 
Eyes, and the Muſketeers were marching to do 
Juſtice on him; when Daunou, whom 'twas very 
neceſſary for me to reconcile to the Buccaniers, 
having before-hand inſtructed him what to do,threw 
himſelf at my Feet, proteſting, he would not riſe 
until I had beſtowed Mercy on the unfortunate Of- 
fender. I ſeemed to be very difficult upon the 
Account of good Order; but at Length, at the 
1 Deſires of the Company, I gave him his 
ife. And much Trouble there was to revive the 
Condemned, who could not believe that it was poſ- 
ſible for him to be alive again, after the Ceremony 
of binding his Eyes. 
Being deſirous to put an End to this Affair, I 
went to the neareſt Veſſel, where Captain Pierre 
was embarked ; who was (as I was inform'd) the 
| firſt Beginner of the Mutiny ; but, in the Time of 
bringing the Fellow to Execution, he had conſider'd 
the Matter, and was marched on Board with his — 
8 F 2 Buc- | 


- Zards, took two Days Proviſion with us for the For- 


36 Monfeur Du Pointis's 


Buccaniers ; I commanded him to be immediately 


dragged out, and put into my Canoe, and ordered 
him to prepare to die : But there. appearing from 
the reſt of the Company _ Signs of Submiſ- 


ſion, and Acclamations of, God ſave the King, I at 


laſt reſolved to forgive the Offence ; yet withal threat= 


ning to decimate them, upon the leaſt Complaint 


that Dauncu ſhould make of their Miſbehaviour. 


This Uſage, fo different from the Cajolements 


they had been accuſtomed to receive, from thoſe } 
that made Uſe of them, did me very good Service, | 
during the whole Time they were under me, ſo as 


to make *em tolerably obedient to Daunou; yet not 
expoling themſelves to the Danger of Fire and Sword: 


For having without Trouble poſſeſſed themſelves of 


Noſtre Dame de la Pouppe, that was utterly abandon'd 


by the Enemy; and believing that upon their Ap- 
proach to the little Fort of &. Lazare, between La 

Peuppe and Carthagena, they might frighten the | 
Garriſon to retire from them alſo, he propos'd this 


Attempt to them ; but it was to no Purpoſe : And 
in a Council where he did not preſide, they reſolved 
to attend my Coming, encamped in the Wood, at 
the Foot of the Fort, where they got about thirty 
Hours before me. 1 8 37 
On the Seventeenth, all the Ships being drawn 
into Order, at the Entrance into the Lake, they 
paſſed it in the Morning of the Eighteenth. The 


Diep Flyboat touched; the great many Banks of 
Sand in the Lake, which our Pilots did not 


know, was the Occaſion we did not advance very 
much that Day: The Apollo ran a- ground this Day; 
but theſe Banks being only Sand and Ouſe, mingled 
with a very fine Furf, there was no fear of Danger. 

In the mean Time, being ſure of having the 
Ships ſuddenly follow me, we began our March by 
Break of Day; and for Security againſt all Ha- 
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ces, which was dignified with the Title of the Land 


Army: This, after the Departure of the ſix hun- 
dred and fifty Buccaniers, that were gone to the 


other Side, and the Garriſon of one hundred and 


ſeventy Men remaining behind us in the Fort of 
Bocca chica, might conſiſt of about one thouſand ſe- 


ven hundred Men, not including ſome Seamen, one 
hundred and ten Inhabitants of S. Domingo formed 


in Companies, fifteen or twenty Voluntiers, that 


followed Du Caſſe, and one hundred and eighty 
Negroes. 


I was obliged to defer making Uſe of my Sea- 
men, until the Ships were arrived, and had taken 
their Stations: The Smallneſs of our Forces was no 
Diſcouragement to us. The Marines eſpecially, 


being highly pleaſed with the Execution of a Buſi- 


neſs, in which they had never before been employed, 
did apply themſelves with all imaginable Diligence 


and Good-will, every one of them chearfully under- 
taking whatſoever was appointed to him. 


After we had croſſed the Mountains covered 


with Woods, which the Negroes examined before 


us, we met with the Plain, that is here and there 
covered with Shrub-wood, and at Noon came to 
an old ruined Caſtle, within half a Mile of St. 


Croix: Here we reſted the Troops; and beſides 


the Pits, that are there eaſily made in the Sand, and 
afford indifferent good Water, we had the good 
Fortune to find a great Ciſtern that was a mighty 
Conveniency to us. After this Refreſhment, the 
Viſcount de Coetlogon, whoſe Day it was, marched 
on with a Part of the Grenadiers, to obſerve how 
we might encamp as near as poſſible to the Fort, 
ard to ſeize upon the Paſſages that are in thoſe 
Marſhes, that encompaſs the Fort; in the mean 
Time we continued our March, not being able to 
leave the Shore, becauſe the Lake approaching in 
divers Places within a few Paces of the Sea, Er 

mits 
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mits you the Choice of that Way only, until we 
came down from the Mountains, below which the 
Iſland is pretty ſpacious. This Way having brought 
us within Cannon- ſhot of the Baſtion of Cariba. 
gena, called S. Domingo, we ſtruck ſhort off to 2 
the Right, by a Way that the Marſh leaves croſs the 7 
lowWoods,called Mangliers, tlat grow in the Water, y 
In this Place I was informed by the Officers tat 
Coetlogon ſent me, that he was at the Foot of St. 
Croix, which the Enemy had abandoned, having ' 8 
carried off their Cannon, and ſet Fire to the Lodge- 
ments that were there; likewiſe that ſome Part of ©: 
the Forces might encamp upon a Spot of Ground 
about the Fort, but that the reſt muſt be left in the ; 
Way worn near the Fort by a Rill of Water run- *: 
ing from the neighbouring Marſhes ; that the Bo- 
tom was good, and theWater not above Knee-deep, 
which would no way prevent a Communication, 
Tevy, the Major-General, and myſelf, with ſome 
Grenadiers, were in the mean Time fo near advan- 
ced to Carthagena, as eaſily to obſerve, that the 
Place could not be attacked on one Side, tze 
Marſhes and Sea not leaving there a Sandy Space of © 
about twenty Fathom over, which was expoſed to 
the Fire of three Baſtions ; beſides, there was no 
ſinking two Foot Deep, without being in Water. 
The great Number of People that we ſaw on the 2 
| Ramparts, who quietly looked on us, made me ( 
deſirous to ſummon them; the Governor was there, [8 
and anſwered my Drum, that he was ready to de- fr 
fend himſelf better than we could attack him. 1 
| WMW e could not exactly diſcern the Foot of the Rm- v 
1 part; and being deſirous to know, if there was a 
Ditch, I ordered De Breſme, whoſe Battalion was 
i} encamped at the leaſt Diftance from it, to examine 
Il - at Night how it was; which he performed very 
1 - well, and aſſured me, that the Water of the Marſh 
i} went up even tothe Foot of the Walls, and that there 
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was only a ſmall dry Space of Sand, that environed 


Part of the great Baſtion called St. Domingo, and 


that on the other Side, the Sea came up to the Foot 
of the Baſtion. This Report made us conclude, 


not to attack Carthagena in this Place. 


The next Day, being the nineteenth, ſo ſoon as it 


was Day, we crofſed the Lake, with much Deli- 
gence : Pally, that commanded the Negroes, whom 


J had ordered to ſeek out a convenient Place of De- 


ſcent, having aſſured me, that he had found out 


two, which came almoſt up to the great Way ; I 


immediately paſſed over with Levy, Sorel, and the 


Grenadiers of the Battalion of de /a Chenau, bein 


conducted by ſome Priſoners, that Pally had taxen 


on board of a Pereago, which had endeavoured to 
get from Carthagena : Theſe Priſoners, in hopes of 
being better treated, had offered themſelves for our 


Guides; and indeed led us very nigh to the Foot of 
the Eminency, upon which Fort St. Lazare is ſitu- 


ated. At this Place we found the Buccaniers, (Dan- 


nou had left a Detachment of em to guard Noſtre 
Dame de la Pouppe) Coetlogon, La Motte Michel, and 


La Motte d Heran, whom I had left at Sr. Croix, to 
bring away the reſt of the Troops, as the Chaloups 
came to them, inſomuch that we were all got toge- 
ther by Break of Day next Morning, leaving only 


a Serjeant and twenty Men in Fort St. Croix, with 


Orders to keep the Gates always ſhut, that and the 


Situation being ſufficient to prevent the Enemy 


from repoſſeſſing themſelves of it. 5 | 
We had in the Evening of the nineteenth Day 


viewed all the Places adjacent to St. Lazare, and. 


perceived, that without getting it into our Poſſeſ- 


lion, it would not be poſſible to advance a Step to- 
wards Carthagena, by reaſon it commands all the 
Avenues : We beheld with much Trouble, theTime 


it muſt coſt us, if we attacked it in Form, and 


brought our Artillery to batter it. This whole 


little 
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ſhould reſolve not to quit it. Upon this, I ordered 


ried on half-way up the Hill, where dividing the 


viſited every Place as his Preſence was requiſite. 
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little Mountain is defended with a natural Glacis, 
very ſteep, covered with Shrub-wood, which runs 


up to the Foot of the Wall, where we ſuppoſed 


was a Ditch ; the Wood being extreamly thick, 
and very difficult to paſs, prevented us from going 


to it; upon which I ordered the Chevalier de Poin- 
ts, to ſeek. out two Negroes to examine the Mat- 
but underſtanding to what Purpoſe ] ſent for 


5 ew he betook himſelf to the Wood, at the 


ſame Time he ſent them to me, which he rolled in 
the beſt Manner he could, antil he took hold of the 
very Wall; the Negroes went almoſt as faſt as he, 
and then came to aſſure me that the Ground was 


level to the Foot of the Fort: The Chevalier de 


Pointis quietly heard their Report, which being ex- 


actly true, he ſaid not a Word of what he had done, 
In all theſe Occaſions, there was only a Grenadier | 
killed upon our Return. 


Upon the next Day, being the twentieth, Levy, 


Contlogon, and Sorel, having got up to an Eminency, 
that was above all the others, ſent to me, to come to 
them; from whence they ſhewed me, that the Fort 


did not take up (as we had imagined) all the Emi- 
nency, which extended a good Diſtance farther to 


the Right; and, that if we could make a Way, 


. the Wood, to that Height, we might af - 


terwards.go upon a Level from thence to the Foot of 


the Fort, al] the Way being covered with Woods; 
and-that we could fix a Miner to it, if the Garriſon 


the Major-General to call to Arms, and having 

called \ Negroes to me at the Moment I came 

down, I put them to Work upon cutting of a Way, 
to facilitate the March of the Troops this was car- 


— 


Way, to — the Fort, Levy marched to the 
Right, Coetlogon to the Left, and the Major - General 


This 


6 


Expedition to Carthagena, 41 
This Work beirg found ſhorter than what we had 
expected, we arrived at the foot of the Fort in a 
very little time, where we made the greateſt Fire 
that was poſſible for us to make, at the ſame-time 
calling dut for the Ladders; not that we expected 
to uſe them, but to terrify the Garriſon ; however, 
I ſent for the Miner in good earneſt, N 
During which time, the Enemy made no great 
Fire, by reaſon we made our Shot upon them, ſo 
ſoon as they expoſed their Bodies to view, They 
had for a good while perceived that we were pier- 
cing through the. Wood; and we underſtood, by 
the ſounding of a Bell, how much 2 ſtep we 
made increaſed their trouble. This Bell was a fig- 
nal to the City, to acquaint them with their Con- 
dition; at firſt it ſtruck only now and then, keep- 
ing ſounding more and more by degrees, until at 
length it rung full out, when their fear gave them 
occaſion to think they would be attack'd on all ſides, 


which had effectually happen'd, if they had not 
) cChoſe rather to retire, for the Quarter towards the 
t Gate was then free to them. DT 

I In this manner we poſſeſs'd ourſelves of the Fort: 
0 In the place there was only nine kill'd and wound- 


ed. On our ſide, the Chevalier de Vezins that 
commanded the Grenadiers, fince La Roche du 
Vigier was made Governor of Boccachica, was 
killd, with five Grenadiers ; Simmonet, Colonel of 
a Battalion, dangerouſly hurt in the Head, and St. 
oof hl Captain of Grenadiers, - wounded in the 
The taking of St. Lazare giving us the liberty 
to open our ſelves, we croſs d the way, and advan- 
ced our Camp to the Chapel of St. Lazare Hoſ- 
pital, which is a great breadth ; being cover d on 
dne Side with ſeveral little Canals, that have a 
-communication with the Lake, and on the other, 
by a high thick wall, which beſides the Trees that 
/ | covered 
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covered us, did prevent the Baſtions of the City 


from diſcerning the place we poſſeſs'd ; the kill'd 


and wounded that we had, were only by chance 
Balls : In the mean time, this little Chapel] gave 
us the opportunity of going covered within a ſmall 


diſtance from it. 


Whilſt we were thus employ'd, the Ships, by 


the care of Du Buiſſon, were come nearer to the 
Town; inſomuch that in the Morning, a Bothb- 


Galliot, with a Mortar, and a 7. raverſier, were 


moor'd, and began to fire. In the Evening the 
2 raverſi er was obliged to retire, being ſhot thro? 
with ſeveral Balls, and ready to ſink ; Bois Pinault, 


Lieutenant of the Artillery, commanded her; De 


Mons was in the Galliot, which likewiſe ſuffer d ſo 
much, that ſhe was obliged to retire a little; beſides 
ſhe had a great many kill'd on board her; but the 


Strength of theſe Veſſels enabling them to endure a 


great deal of Fire, ſhe began again in the Morning 
of the twenty-firſt of the ſame Month. 

My chief Ingenier was wounded, and ill ; where- 
by I was obliged to execute that Function. The 
Officers of the Marines, which I had formed into 
Brigades, had only their own Readineſs to enable 
them to execute every thing, which could not ſup- 
ply the want of Practice and Judgment. I had, 
by good Luck, at the firſt agteed with the Major- 
General where to begin the Opening and Advance- 


ment of the Trenches. I had, moreover, defign'd 


the Batteries of Cannons and Mortars, and given 


Orders for the things neceſſary to the Works; by 
which means, the Accident that happened to me a 


few Hours afterwards, did not much interrupt our 
Proceedings : In the mean time, all Hands were at 
work, the Soldiers upon Faſcines and Gabions, the 
Sea-men upon landing the Artillery ; in the draw- 
ing of which, the Hundred 06 eighty Negroes 

Were 


Muſquet-ſhot of the place, which is not above that 
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were a mighty Aſſiſtance to us: For as to the Bucca- 
niers, we were never able to make the leaſt uſe of 
them; and the ſhare which they ought to have per- 


formed of the work, falling upomothers, who were 
by this means over-wrought, did not a little contri- 


bute to the cauſing of thoſe Diſtempers, which ſo 
lamentably reigned among us afterwards. 7 


Our ſmall number, and the great many things to 
be done, forced us to keep the Troops with their 


Arms in one hand, and their working-Tools in the 


other, the ſoldiers were at one and the ſame time, 


both on the Guard, and working ; the nearneſs of 
the woods, on whoſe ſides we were encamped, were 
a great conveniency to us: For when we drew out 
our Troops, they left their Arms upon that ſpot, 

and went to the wood with their Tools; and upon 
the firſt Beat of Drum they quitted theirTools, and 


running to their Arms, were immediately in a con- 


dition of marching z the Battalion of Grenadiers 
was ever at the Head of the Camp, to ſuſtain what- 
ſoever might be preſented ; and that was ſufficient, 
by reaſon the diſpoſition of the Ground was ſuch, 
that the Camp was on all parts inaccefſible, but on 
that only towards the City. 

Nor were they leſs diligent on board the Fleet: 
Du Buiſſon cauſed the Scepter to advance, comman- 


ded by Guilotin, the Saint Lewis by Sabran, and 


the Vermandois, aboard which he commanded ; 
with theſe Ships he made up towards the City, not- 


withſtanding the Spaniards had purpoſely ſunk a 


Galleon to render the Paſſage difficult : We -were 


obliged to leave on board theſe Ships that were to 


fight, a great many Sea-men to work the Guns 
which, diminiſh'd the number of thoſe employ'd up- 
on Diſimbarkment, and tranſporting of the Artil- 
lery that was neceſſary to us on ſhoar : It is hard- 
ly to be imagined, how ſo ſmall a Parcel of our 
ER V Men 
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Nen was able in fix Days to difimbark, draw 

half a League upon Land, and bring into a State - 
of Battery, twenty-ſeven of the greateſt cannon we 
uſed, five Mortars, and all the Equipage neceſſary 

to the execution both of the one and the other, be- 

ſides the Proviſions that were obliged to bring to : 
the camp; but it is true, that Du Tilleul being Z 
charged with this care, attended it with ſuch ap- 
plication, that making uſe of the Seamen only at I 

certain Intervals, he conſtantly kept our Magazines 
filbd with Proviſion and Ammunition; without 
ever interrupting any other Buſineſs, 

Our Affairs being in this State, and having 

moreover raiſed a Mortar to prevent the Enemy 

from going on with a work that we perceived they + 
had began upon a Platform over the Gate : We 
having twice neglected to throw up a Breaſt- work 

that I had mark'd out; and fearing leaſt at the 
third time there might not be ſomething farther ne- 

ceſſary to be done, that might occaſion a Delay, 

I reſolved to continue my Preſence there until it 
was perfected , my Stay inconſiderately brought a 
great many Officers ; this Number of People being 
moreover remarkable for their Clothes, drew upon 

us the Enemy's Fire, and particularly that of 
their cannon, with Hajl-ſhor, by which I was 
wounded ; my Hurt was more painful than dan- 
gerous, yet I was very feartu] that this Accident 
might diſcourage our Men, which indeed was too 
apparent at firſt : Moreover I was apprehenſive 
leaſt the Officers, whom I had by good Fortune - 
maintained in a. perfect Union | hitherto, ſhould 
not continue the ſame, which would have been de- 
trimental to our Deſign : I refolved therefore to 
ſtruggle with the Pain which I felt, inſomuch, 

that after the third Pay I was carried into every 

part that I could have viſited in another . 

Sh 
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But during that Interval, I committed all things 


that I could not inſpect, to the care of Levy, who 

certainly acquitted himſelf to a degree above all 
manner of Praiſe ; indefatigable, full of Expedients 
and Contrivances for the Work; neglectful of his 
Reſt and his Meals; he was every where, and for- 
warded every thing with an incredible Vigour, 


The Viſcount de Coetlogon was to have comman- 


_ ded the Artillery; but I was overjoyed to under- 
ſtand, that his Inclinations were rather to enter, 


with the reſt, into the general Service; this gave 
me an opportunity of chooſing ſeveral Perſons to 


manage the Artillery, who did their Duty with 


more Expedition than would have been poſſible for 
any ſingle Man to have done: So he had the Guard 


only of the Battery of five Cannons of twelve and 
eighteen Pounders, which he raiſed at the foot of 
Fort St. Lazare ; in which Fort we had got moun- 
ted ſeven Pieces of twelve, eight, and ſix, that ter- 


ribly ſhatter'd the Baſtions of the place. Mornay, 
Commander of the Poutchartrain, was in the Fort 


with his Ship's Company; the Chevalier De la 
Ma. t d'Heran took upon him the care of a great 


B ttery of nine Guns, that was likewiſe upon the 


ſame Eminency with the Fort, but more to the 
right than the firſt: La Motte Michel had the 
Charge of that we called, The Royal Battery, con- 
ſiſting of ſix pieces of thirty-ſix and twenty-four, 
plant d ſixty fathoms diſtant from the Gate, and de- 


ſigned to make the Breach : Gombaud played the 


Mortars, which he had been exerciſed in from his 
Youth, and doubtleſs never any did better execu- 


tion than theſe; for one would have thought the 


Bombs had been plac'd by Hand, in the places 


where they were deſigned to fall, Theſe Mortars 


were placed between the Batteries of the cannon, 
in ſuch manner, that as ſoon as they began to play 
l * & 26 
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the place was on fire in ſeveral parts at once; the 
Galliot was at work on her ſide, but the Bombs ſhe 
ſpent the firſt Days were of little or no effect. 

The twenty-firſt, twenty-ſecond, twenty-third, 


and twenty-fourth, were employ'd in tranſporting 
the Cannon, and getting together the things neceſ- 


fary; the Vermandois only was advanced to can- 
nonade the town; but I being informed, that 
| the being alone did ſolely bear the whole Fire of 
a Baſtion, that could conveniently reach her, | or- 
dered her to retire, and to wait for the other 


Ships that were to go on with her ; we were like- 
wile conſtrained to bring away two ſmall Cannons 
that we had rais'd in the chapel of St. Lazare, 


without any other parapet than the Wall, upon 


which the Enemy making an extraordinary Fire, 

rendered this Poſt untenable, we brought off the 

Cannon with the Loſs of eight or ten Men. 
Canette, altho* wounded, returned to the Camp 


this Day, being the twenty-fourth, and I conti- 
nued to regulate upon my Bed with him, what 


was neceſſary to be done. In the Evening of the 
fame Day he opened the Trench a little below the 
Door of the Chapel of St. Lazare, where we 


were under Cover, being the ſame Place I had 


agreed upon with the Major-General. Levy, 


whoſe Day it was, did not command, by rea- 
fon he was intruſted with the general Manage- 


ment of the Siege in my ſtead : Coetlogon mounted 


the Guard in the trench, which was advanced the 
ſame Night ſeventy- two fathoms, being as far as 
was neceſſary to attack the City Gate, when the 
Breach ſhould be perfectly made. The following 


Days the Captains took their Turns according to 
their Places, and mounted every twenty-four 
Hours; the Batteries were likewiſe brought into 


a condition for Service, and on the twenty- eighth 


began 
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. began to play, our Fire until then being only 
1 from ſome little Pieces that were mounted in 
haſte, The Enemies Fire, which had always 
been very moderate, grew now — ſlower 3 
for the Bombs and the Cannon of the Fort and 
the Hill, had diſmounted ſeveral of their Pieces; 
yet they troubled us leſs with their Sallies, for they 
did not ſo much as attempt to make one in the 
whole Siege. LH | 
At this time, a Bark ſent from Porto Bello, by 
the General of the Galleons, to the Governor of 
Carthagena, not knowing what paſs'd in this place, 
came quietly into Boccachica, and fell into the Hands 
of the Avenant, and Marin, that IT had left there, 
who took her with their Canoes : The Letters on 
board her, were in Anſwer to thoſe the Governor 
of Carthagena had ſent to the General, inform- 
ing him, that the French Fleet was upon the Coaſt; 
they contained a particular of the Precautions that 
were us'd to ſecure the Galleons, viz: By bringing 
them to the very lower End of the Port, and de- 
fending the Approach to them by an Eſtoccade of 
Piles, and Platforms of Cannon : They added 
farther, that Part of the Silver which they had, was 
already brought into the Caſtles ; for they had ſuſ- 
pended their Reſolution of ſending it back to Pa- 
nama, until they had received ſome farther Infor- 
mations of our Deſigns ; which the General preſ- 
ſed the Governor to ſend him immediately, either 
by the ſaid Bark, or a ſecond, that was to come a- 
way in four and twenty Hours after the firſt : But 
what acquainted us with the miſerable Condition 
they were in, was the earneſt Deſires of the Gene- 
ral, in the moſt preſſing terms, to ſend him fifty 
Pullets, and ſome Quintals of white Biſcuit. 
Altho' the batteries, as I ſaid, were not in a con- 
dition to fire, until the twenty-eighth, yet that de- 
e 55 ſigned 
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48 Monſieur De Pointi's 
fi to make the Breach, was play'd ſo ſucceſs. 
fully, by La Motte, Michel, Siglas, Longjoue and 
ſome other Officers under him, aſſiſted by the Gun- 
ner of the Scepter, that on the twenty-ninth in the 
Morning, the Wall ſeemed to totter; our Fire had 
not been diſcontinued becauſe of the Night, but it 
increas d ſo much in the Day, that in the Evening 
the Front of the Rampart being quite fallen down, 
Levy and Sorel, who would loſe no Time, ima- 
gin'd the Breach was paſſable, and came to propoſe 
the Aſſault to me. I was reſolved neither to loſe, 
nor neglect a Minute; but likewiſe determined 
not to hazard any thing upon ill Grounds : I or- 
dered to Arms, and diſpoſed all things for an Aſ- 
fault; yet reſolving not to engage before I judg'd 
it feaſible: In ſhort, Night being come, whilſt 
we prepared our ſelves, the Chevalier de Pointis 
paſſing up to the Arm-pits in Water, over the lit- 
tle Marſh upon which the Cauſey, and the Bridge, 
that communicates with the City, are built, went 
to view the Breach. He aſſured me, that the wall 
was indeed very much ruined ; but that it was not 
poſſible, as yet, to mount it without Ladders. 
The Chevalier de Ferriere, Captain of a Fire- 
ſhip, who was at the Head of the Brigade of Inge- 
niers, that I had ſeat to obſerve the condition of 
the wooden Bridge, (which the Enemy had endea- 
voured to blow up, by running under a Pereago 
filld with Powder) brought me word, that the 
Bridge had ſuffered ; yet might not be altogether MF 
unſerviceable to us: And that the Gate bey ond it =: 
which we imagin'd was beat-down by the cannon, ] 
was ſtrongly terraſs'd on the inſide; of this he was 
poſitively certain, by reaſon he had put his Hand 
into the Holes which the Cannon had made, and 
therefore there was no Hopes of carrying the place 
by that; but that the Breach muſt be paſy'd, to ThE 
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foot of which he could not get from the place where 
he was; and that he was, by all that he could per- 
ceive in the Night, but little advanced. wo 

Theſe two Officers were too well known, to 


doubt of their having been where they ſaid they 
were: Moreover, Canette told me he was not quite 
ready; that all the Gabions and Faſcines which he 
had got together, were ſpent; and, that if by 
chance we ſhould find ſo much reſiſtance as to be 
obliged to lodge upon the Breach, we ſhould not be 
able to do it, our Earth-ſacks being at the Lake- 
fide, for want of Hands to bring them; that there 


were two little Flanks unruined, that would deſtroy 
2 great many Men in the Attack; all theſe Reaſons 
engaged me to diſmiſs the Troops from their Duty, 


and we agreed not to make the A ſſault until the firſt 


of the next Month ; in the mean time, to employ 


both Night and Day in the finiſhing of the Breach, 
and to get together all ſuch things as would be ne- 


ceſſary upon that occaſion. _ 


_ Upan the twenty-ninth DuB#i/ſos being advancd 
with the three Ships, Scepter, St. Lewis, and Ver- 
mandois, Within a ſmall Cannon-ſhot of the City, 
they fired upon it with all their Artillery ; but ſee- 
ing it only reached the tops of the Houſes, and my. 
Buſineſs being to have two Baſtions ſilenc'd that an- 
noy'd my Camp, I ſent to let them know, That 
when they were retired in the Evening, they ſhould 


wait new Orders before they begun again. 
In the mean time, we prepar*d our ſelves for the 


Buſineſs of the next Day; the Order of Attack I 
had regulated with the Major-General, in this man- 


ner: ä 3 
A Serjeant, with ten Grenadiers, ſhould begin, 


ſuſtained by the Company of Grenadiers on Guard, 


there being always one at the Head of the Trench ; 


the whole Body of —— were likewiſe to ad- 


Vance 


| 
i 
| 


[ 
1 
1 

7 
TE 
i * 
1 il 
7 | 
= 

7 
* — 1 

"ot 

. þ 

” 

ö 1 

. 

9 

| 15 

* | . 
1 1 

N 

4 5 

1 

: 

| 9 

ö * 

9 | 
iy a 
"0 
. ; 
114 1 
i, 
" 1 
5 
Fi 
3 7 
2 
A 1 4 
4 AR 
i 7 * 
* 


go | Monfieur De Point? 4 


vance to the Head of it, to ſuſtain the firſt, and to 
preceed a Battalion, in whoſe Rear ſhould be Ca- 
nette, the Chevalier de Ferriere, du Creſt, Courfy, 
and one hundred and fifty Workmen, with the Sub- 
Ingeniers, and all neceſſary Implements; aſter 
whom ſhould follow the ſame number of Buccaniers 
and Negroes. The Head of the Trench was twen- 

Fathom diſtant from the little Ravelin, that in 
10 ome ſort covers the Bridge, whoſe Wall was ſo 
low, that it might have been paſs'd, if it had not 
been eaſier to paſs through a ſingle Barrier that was 
there, and theſe Troops fill'd all the Trench, unto 
the Gate of the Chapel : All the reſt of the Battali- 
ons were poſted according to their Ranks, within 
the Cloſe of the Hoſpital, to march into the Trench 


as faſt as the firſt Troops advanc d out of it, to the 
Attack, and to follow 'em up, and ſuſtain them. 


I recommended to Major Theſut, in particular, 
the good order which theſe Battalions were to obſerve 
to the end, that too much Precipitation might not 
cauſe Confuſion in their March, noy too much Slow- 
neſs occaſion as much Inconveniency by any Inter- 
val being left open. 

All Things were thus regulated for the next Day, 
when Du Caſſe, whoſe Day it was, came to tell me, 
about three O Clock, that he ſaw the Breach from the 
head of the Trench, plainly enough to affure me that 
it was paſſable; that he believed the Enemies were 
at Work behind, in throwing up a Retrenchment. A 
Delay in this Caſe would have been fo very incon-, 
venient to me, by reaſon of the time I ſhould have 
given the Enemies, to*finiſh their Work, that I 
forthwith reſolved to attack the Enemies at that in- 
tant, provided T found the Breach to be as it Was, 
deſcribed to me. I was the more inclined to believe 
it, by being inform'd by all Hands, in the Morn- 
ing, with the good Effects of the Royal 10 

whi 


Ll 


Rabe to „ Carthagena. 5˙¹ 


which at every Diſcharge brought prodigious Ruins 
from the Wall; and, at the worſt, I could not be 
more aſham'd in retiring, if Things ſhould not ap- 
ar in the Condition ee than I had been the 
ight before. 

bs - immediately ſent for Ley, the Major-General, 

Canette and ſome other Officers, that were gone to 
Noſtre Dame, de la Pouppe, to diſcover from that 
Place the Condition of the Town; but hearing a 
general Alarm beaten, they preſently returned; 
and being informed what was to be done, every one 
of them ran to give the neceſſary Orders to what 
| belonged to him. The Troops at work in the 


Woods, heing called by the Drums, inſtantly came 


to their Arms, and put themſelves into order; there 
was only a ſmall Body in the Trench, that were 
not exactly placed where they were to be; but the 
Major-General diſpoſed of them with all-Expeditioa : 
At which time Neſmond, Poullermout, La Lind, 
Du Che and Rocbebonne, who (as I ſaid before) 


choſe rather to ſerve as my Aids de Camps, than to 
be employed in any other Service, not knowing but 
that the Troops were in perfect order came to ac- 


quaint me that every-thing was ready, and that 
they waited for my Orders to march: I gave it, 


imagining like the reſt, that all the Wall was 


fallen. 


The Order was immediately carrie] by my Aids 


de (amp; who havirg all undertaken to deliver it, 
took that occaſion to run to the head of the Trench, 

De Tilleul only, that could not be any where elſe, 
was with me; Du Cafſe was on his Day in the 
Trench ; but Levy being the eldeſt of all, and this 
Action being regarded as a general Affair, by rea- 


ſon all were employed i in it, put himſelf at the Head 


and gave the Motion to the Troops to begin, at 


the Moment he received. the Order; 3 which was 
as 
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52 Monſieur De Pointi's 
as ſuddenly executed, as it was ſpetdily carried. 
What n to have been a great Advantage, 
had like to have caus'd a great Inconveniency; the 
Officers, notwithſtanding the Remonſtrances that 
had been made them, upon the neceſſity of each of 
them being at his Poſt, to ſee the Troops perform 
their Duty; carried on by their Courage, the great- 
eſt part of them advanced before the Troops, and 


aſſaulted the Breach with Sword in Hand, withour 


obſerving how they were followed; and the Troops 


unprovided of Leaders, did indeed march on, but 


lower than the ſafety of their Officers required, who 
remained for a conſiderable time expoſed upon the 
Breach which they had gain'd. We were all decei- 
ved in our Reckoning, for it was the ſteepeſt Way 


1maginable : The Grenadiers who were order'd not 


to fire, could not abſtain from it, when oy came 
to be expoſed out of the Trench, and to ſuffer the 


Fire of the Ramparts; but the Time they employ'd 
to re-charge, detaining them in the way between 


the Trench and the Breach, was the Reaſon of their 
Officers being alone at the Top Leuy repaired the 


Inconveniency of this Accident ſo ſoon as it was poſ- 


ſible by haſtening on the Troops, as likewiſe by his 


Words and his Actions. In the mean time, the 


Chevalier de Poiniis, who had firſt mounted, was in 
an Inſtant joined by Gougon, Jaucourt, and Ma- 
rolles, whoſe Battalion was on the Trench Guard: 

Daye, Vignancourt, Montraſier, Du Rollin, Van- 
joux, young Marolles, Marigny, Fouilleuſe, and 
my Aids de Camp + They endeavoured to maintain 
themſelves, notwithſtanding all the Efforts of the 
Enemy, who were attacked at the time they leaft 
expected it; yet not being diſmayed, they attempt- 
ed to drive us off with Sword and Pike. Marolles 
and Du Roeullon, were already mortally wounded 
and upon the Ground;  Fouilleuſe had his Leg broke, 
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Cougon, Montrofier, young Maroller, Marigny, 
Daye, and Mouſſac, were all wounded; Tome ſhot, 
others hurt with Pikes; ſome of them had ſeveral 
Wounds, as Montrofier, and YVanjoux ; when at 
length Levy, and the Grenadiers came to their Aſ- 
fiftance, and repuls'd the Enemy; who rallying ne- 
vertheleſs at the End of the Streets, were ſeveral 
times charged before they could be driven off. D 

caſſe not ſo nimble as the reſt, altho? the firſt at 
the foot of the Bridge, maugre all his Good-will, 
had ſo much trouble to climb it, that he was out 
of Breath by that time he got to the top, where he 


thought he ſhould never recover his Wind. He 


was followed by fifteen or twenty Voluntiers, Inha- 
bitants of the Coaſt, who did very good Service; 
for firing upon ſuch of the Enemies as were yet up- 
on the Ramparts, behind two little Flankers that 
fired upon the Bridge, and very much annoy'd our 
Troops; they at length obliged them to follow 
thoſe that were driven from the Platform, where the 
| Breach ended; the Major-General, who at the Bot- 
tom of the Breach was wounded by a Muſquet- Ball 
in the Neck, followed by Beraxdin, one of his Aids, 
and Frantin, Captain of the Grenadiers, with his 
Arm broken, notwithſtanding mounted the Breach 
together; but the Captain's Strength failing, ſo ſoon 
as he was up, he was forc'd to be brought off, for 
the ſame Reaſon the Major-General was not able to 
male u longer Say. 1 
All the Troops defiling in the mean time one 
from another, I found myſelf at laſt rid of all Un- 
eaſineſs for the Succeſs of an Action, that may, 
with Modeſty, be term'd very bold, and very ex- 
traordinary for Seafaring Men 1 
A Party of the Negroes of Pally, who conducted 
them, in defiting off to the Ramparts on the left, 


puſned the Enemy from Baſtion to Baſtion, Vibe 
— "m8 


$4 Monfieur De Pointi a. 
the Cauſey that divides this part of the City, par- 
ticularly called Hibimani, from the other calf b. 
the general Name of (artbagena; but the Bucca- 
_ ters to exempt themſelves from the Attack of the 
Breach, had conſulted the matter upon the Bridge, 
and the Hog 528 of W T J and reſolved 
to line the Hedge over-againſt the Ramparts, where 
they made an extraordinary Fire, SE perceiving 
che Part they choſe out of Fear, was more dange- 
raus than that they endeavoured to avoid: But by 
Fortune for them, the Enemy was driven off 
thoſe Ramparts, and thoſe Indian Heroes ad- 
ventured to enter when they thought the Buſineſs 
was pretty well at an End ; yet they were a little 
miſtaken in this Account: For the Enemy after 
having ſtood firm at all the Corners of the Streets 
were at length driven to the Cauſey of Hibimani 
towards Caribagena, into which they defigned to 
retreat; but the Governor (who perhaps feared 
that.upon opening the Gates we might enter Pell- 
mell with his People) plainly told them that he 
would not let them in, until they had attack'd us 
in Hibimani : So after the Loſs of about 800 men 
urged by Neceſſity, and poſſibly the Wine they had 
drunk infuſing freſh Courage into them, they got 
together in a Croud, and with a great Cry came and 
charged us at the Head of the great Street which 
ends at the Cauſey: We had juſt began co caſt up 
a Retrenchment there, and the T roops not anti. 
time to bring themſelves into Order, ſurpriz 
with this Attack, moved a little backwards, 
to cover themſelves with the Houſes of the 
Streets which croſs'd that: But while Levy and 
the Officers brought them into Order, which was 
mitantly done, Yignancouri, the Chevalier de 
Pointis, Gougon, and Jaucourt, with a ſmall 
Number of Grenadiers, ſuſtained this impetu- 
9 | ous. 
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ous Attack; but the Troops being brought back- 
to the Charge, made a very great Slaughter of 
the Enemies; above one hundred and fifty were 


found the next Day upon the Cauſey, pierced with 
Bayonets, beſides thoſe that went off wounded: IA 


this Charge the Viſcount de Coetlogon was wounded 
with a Musket Ball in his Shoulder, who was come 


hither from the Battery, accompanied by Le la 
Motte Michel, and De la Motte d' Heran; his 


Wound did not at firſt appear to be conſiderable; 


but by weakening of him it contributed to his 
Death, cauſed by a malignant Fever; and here the: 
Chevalier de Pointis, after having paſs'd through 


ſo many Dangers to which he expoſed himſelf, re- 
ceived the wound he died of; the Marquis De 


Boury was at this time likewiſe hurt in his Face, 


St. Amant on the Side, and many other Officers : 


received contuſions. _ 

The Enemy being Ft back again, 1 were re- 
ceived by a ile Port into Carthagena ; we ap- 
plied ourſelves in Hibimani to: making of Re- 
trenchments at all the Avenues, to ſecure us from 


Surprizes, and to permit our troops to paſs the: 


Night quietly,” in the convenient Lodgings of a 
handſome. city; the Fire of the Enemies Cannon 
killed ſome Men in this work, that were com- 
manded by the Chevalier de la Ferriene, au Creſt, 
and Courk,, under the direction of Caneite; about 
ten at Night all was in good Order. F 

In this Action I loſt about ſixty Men, and bad 


more than tliar Number wounded, without com- 


Prabang the Officers beforementioned. 3X97 


It was reſolved to reſt the troops the. next 


Day being the firſt of May, and to work only up- 
on the opening of the Gate, and repairing of the 
W or” . Paige * the yr cannon, with 


which 


ol 
4 
10 

4 


41 
1 
. 
1 
; ' 287] 
7 . 
1. "3 
1 
11 
! 3 
: A 
13 
+ 46 
= 
N 4 
7. 1 


. 1 2 = - — — ae 22... ͤ ͤ ͤ CY RT ˙ VC Cr REES — — Ch — . 
. s 5 
— Ge - ad oat — 7 — og . . I — * * 4 * Cu 2 — - — a DI mth 
= . 2 — . — — 2 * n= > 2 7 = 
— 0 — * * p — 


2 HE 2 — IN 


7 . — 


— — " * 
y — 2 


* Pn 
— — 
VER ͤ3 4 eo gas 


5 — 9-8 
— — — Hoe rr 


: EY * SEV 
ho ——_— — „ 
— Ie en 
—— — 


4 — Py 
— a — 4.2 
— — ecs-- 

— — — — — 
— Ty 8353 


— — 
ad 


— — 
— — 
— ä U—•— 


27 „rer ny nn ang nut re ano 
= — age — — = — IEIETY — 
— — — — — — . 
A 

— — 


—— — 


- 
/ 
1 


$6 Mon ffeur De Pointi? 
Which we deſig ned to beat down the Rampart we 
had to paſs, Mie we could enter into the other 


part of the city. Canetie went. in the Morning 


not 2 Musket-ſhot over. 


This Day I ſent on board the Scepter, St. i 
and the Vermandois, a part of the Detachment of 
Seamen, call'd Scythemen, by reaſon of the 
ſmall Scythes fix d upon Staffs which they had for 
_ their Arms; I ordered theſe Ships to endeavour 
again the next Day to ruin the Defences of a 
"Baſtion that could hurt us more than the 7 | 
About three © clock on the Second, 
to cannonade ; in the mean time we put 1 things 
Into a readineſs, towards the bringing of the great 
cannon into Hibimani ; this cannonading continued 


until Six; when at the Sight of four white Flags 


flying, two on Hibimani Side, and the others to- : 


wards the Sea, I ordered the Ships to forbear firing 
until I knew the Intentions of the Beſieged. They 
told Du Caſſe, who by the means of a little Spaniſb 


run himſelf into all things, that they were willing 
to capitulate upon honourable terms. I ſent them 
word, that before I entered upon it, I expected 


Hoſtages that very Moment, without giving any 
other Aſſurance than my Parole, to return them. 


che next Day, in caſe we did not agree upon 
terms. This hard condition was accepted; 


which plainly ſhewed me that the Enemies were 


ſtraitened. In ſhort, the Precedent of Hibimaxi 
terrified them, and the Bombs permitted them no 


manner of reſt ; ſo they brought me two of the 
' moſt 


early to view the Places of Batery that were to 
| be raigd, and having ſhewed them to me in the 
Evening, I found them ſo near the wall, that 1 
did not doubt making a very conſiderable Breach 
in.a very little time ; this whole cauſey, and that 
part of the Marſh which divides Carthagena, are are 
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moſt conſiderable Men ambngſt them. At this 
inftant 1 received Advice from two Places of 1000, 
or 1200 Men being upon their March to throw 
themſelves into Carthagena : An Indian was the 
firſt that brought me this Account; Which was af- 
terwards confirmed to me by a Letter from a Lieu- 
tenant at Boccachica z who ſeeking for freſh Provi- 
fions in the Country, had been beſieged in one of 
the Houſes of Don Sanchez Aimenez, defended 
by his, People againſt a ſmail Detachment of that 
Bedy on their March: That he had been among 
the Troops; who knowing that we poſſeſs'd the 
common Highway, did deſign to go round the 
great Lake, and paſſing afterwards through By- 
Ways into the little Lakes that lie about Cartha= 
gena, to go on along the Sea-ſide, and get into the 
City by the Baſtions of St. Catherine, I imme- 
diately 65080 aſhore all the Scythmen, and Sea- 
men that could poſſibly be ſpared, who were alſo 

rovided with Arms; theſe were ſet to guard the 
a au for all the Artillery was as yet there. 
I detach'd Da Caſſe with 500 Buccaniers, and à 
Batallion of 300 Soldiers, to ſtop the Paſſage of 
theſe Succours; he poſted himſelf a the 
little Lakes where the Enemies would be obliged 
to come; and the Advantage of the Place 0 0% 
he was poſted, enabled him to have given a very 
good Account of them. The next Day I ſent 
Daugou with à leſs Number, being informed it 
- would be ſufficient to repel the Succours, i in caſe it 
ſhould be attempted ; but they did rot appear, 


neither did Jever know the Reaſons of it. 


In the mean time we were employed upon the 
Capitulation. Du Caſe, ever an importunate Ad- 
vocate for the Spaniards, continually tormented 
me, to mitigate the Conditions I impos'd upon 


1 them: 


— 
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them : But being not only charged with the Sup- 
port of the Honour due to his Majeſty's Arms, but 

aving likewiſe my Undertakers Intereſt to man- 
age, J ſtood firm to my Demands, altho' an in- 
finite Number of Reaſons might have occaſioned 


me to be more impatient than any Body elſe, to 
have this Affair determined. At length I propoſed 


to the Governor, the honourable Articles of paſſing 
out through the Breach, with all thoſe carrying 
Arms, Drums beating, to take four Pieces of 


Cannon; and as to the reſt, it was agreed, that all 
the Silver without Exception, or Reſerve, in Fa- 


vour of whomſoever it might be, ſhould belong 


to me, that the Effects of all ſuch as went out, or 


were abſent, of whatſoe ver Nature the ſaid Effects 
were, ſhould devolve to me; that ſuch of the 
Inhabitants as would continue in the Place, except- 
ing their Plate ſhould enjoy all their Poſſeſſions 


and Privileges, and for the future be regarded ag 
the King's Subjects, being they were ſo by Con- 
queſt: And farther, that all the Churches and Con- 
vents ſhould be preſerved. 


This Matter agreed on, I demanded until ſuch 
Time as the Governor march'd out, which could 
not be in ſome Days, that they ſhould deliver me 
up the Gates, which they did, and I ordered the 


Grenadiers to it. I had regulated what every Man, 
according to his Condition was to carry out with 
him in Silver for their Subſiſtance; to which, that 


T might not be impoſed upon, I had added this 
Condition, that I reſerved to my ſelf the Liberty 
of ſearching the Men and Baggage at the Gate. 
The Governor {ent to deſire I would permit, out 


of Courteſie, (which was the Expreſſion) the prin- 
cipal Officers, and ſome other conſiderable Perſons 
that I permitted to follow him, the double of 


What was ſtipulated, This amounted unto 2000 


Crowns 
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Crowns a Head; but theſe being a ſmall Number, 
-acquieſced to it, and was convinc'd by the Fer- 
vency of their Acknowledgments, that it was really 
neceſſary to them. e 
It was of great Conſequence to me, that thoſe 
who were allow'd to retire where they pleas'd, af- 
ter the Garriſon was march*d out, ſhould remain 
until they were obliged to reveal what Sums they 
had in their Houſes; therefore I was very exact in 
my Meaſures, that no Body might eſcape : In the 
mean time ſeveral Officers went freely up and down 
the City; and Du Caffe, whom I had declared 
Governor, that they might believe I deſigned to 
Keep the City, took upon him to deliver to ſome 
People Certificates, that were not Paſs- ports, yet 
had ſome Reſemblance to them, by which thoſe 
People paſſed the Gates, the Officers of the Guard 
believing it was my Order. I do believe he had 
no ill Intention in it, and I did attribute that Man- 


ner of acting to the Kindneſs he ever affected to 


ſhew to the Spahiardss yet common Report did 
not forbear ſaying, that he got conſiderable Sums; 
which I did not believe. However, I would not 
have it thought, that I tolerated his Conduct; there- 
fore I forbid him the Continuance of it : And this 
Order ſo much diſpleas'd him, that he never came 
afterwards to me. . 

The Governor delay'd his Departure all that he 
could; but at length I acquainted him, That he 
muſt poſitively march out upon the Sixth, and that 
on the ſame Day I would enter at the Head of the 
Troops , which was accordingly executed. The 
Count Ugnez de los Rois, follow'd with his Garri- 
fon, being liſted Men, to the Number of about 
2800, march'd out through a Lane of our Soldiers 
and Seamen, (whom I had order'd on Shoar to en- 
large our Number) Buccaniers, Inhabitants of the 

1 Caaſt 
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Coaſt, and Negroes. We two were upon our Horſes, 


and having ſaluted me with his Sword, after ſome 
Expreſſions of Civility, he continued his Way with 


the City Colours, and two of the four Cannon al- 


lowed him, not having Equipage convenient for 
Exporting of the others; even theſe were the ſmal- 


Teſt, and drawn by Men. 


Theſe People were narrowly ſearch'd as they 


came out; but when I was informed of their Num- 
ber, which was almoſt equal to ours; and perceiv- 
ing that this Search would bring the Night upon us, 
before we could diſpatch them, I was afraid leaſt the 


Danger of loſing a little Money ſhould occaſion 
ſome Diſorder when it was dark : fo I ſent my Or- 
Fo to the Gates to haſten their March, without de- 
laying of it by a Search, which produced little; and 


the Garriſon all marched out before Sun-ſet. It was 


not without a great deal of Trouble that I continued 
upon my Horſe, to receive the Salute of the Gover- 


nor; but that being paſs'd, I was oblig'd through 
the great Pain of my Wound, to get into my Chair, 


wherein I was ufed to be carried; in this Condition, 
and in the micſt of the Guards Marine, who were 


cloathed alike, I went (preceded by a Battalion of 
_Grenadiers) to. take Poſſeflion of the City. 


I 'was well aſſured there was Silver in Carthagena; 
but the Difficulty was how to get it: The worſt 


that could happen to thoſe in Poſſeſfion of it, was 


the Loſs of it, when we had diſcover'd it; it was 
therefore neceſſary to ſearch all the Houſes : But 


by whom could it be done? With what Surety that 


the beſt Part ſhould remain undiſcover*d? The Num- 
ber of Officers was not great enough, to diſperſe 
them into all the neceſſary Places; and if I would 


not have left any Thing, it muſt have required me 


above ſix Manths Time. In this Perplexity I bs- 
thought myſelf of this Expedient : I — wy 
” | GE clar“ 
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that Tilleul, who was charg'd with the Treaſure, 
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Clar'd and order'd it to be ſet up in the principal 
Places, That I would give the Tenth to the Pro- 
prietors, of whatſoever they honeſtly brought me; 


and a Tenth to them that ſhould inform me, of am 
Perſons that did not declare their Effects. To theſe 
Promiſes I join'd my Threats of puniſhing them 
far formal, T | 

The Hopes of preſerving a Part of what was o- 


therwiſe all in Danger to be loſt; the Fear of 
Neighbours, and ill Friends, who at the ſame time 
had the Opportunity of profiting and being trouble- 


ſome, induc'd them all to be ingenuous in the Mat- 
ter; which was done with ſo much Forwardneſs, 
was not able to weigh the Silver faſt enough. | 
The Convents only were of the Opinion, that 


they were exempted from this Search, under the 
Article, of the Capitulation, that they ſhould be 
preſerv'd; by this Means they qui:tly kept both 
their own Money, and what was truſted to them. 
T order'd that Article to be explain'd to them, to 
the End that they might know, that the Preſerv a- 
tion of the Convents, conſiſted in not permitting 


them to be deſtroy'd ; but as to the Money, I had 


in farmal Terms, reſerv'd that to myſelf ; other. 
wiſe they might have got together all the Riches of 
the City into their Houſes, to have depriv*d me of 


it. Notwithſtanding theſe Reaſons, ſeveral of them 
continued ſo obſtinate, and among the reſt, Father 


 Grenellz a Jeſuit, the Guardian and Procurator of 
_ Cordileers: that I was forced to have them ſecured, 


and to threaten them with worſe Uſage. The Rec- 
tor of the Jeſuits obey*d, and brought about twenty 


thouſand Crowns-in Gold, that he found in the 
Chamber of Father Grenelli, and about as much for 
the whole Houſe beſides; and then deſired that I 
would order the Houſe to be every-where viſited, 


"by 
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y which Conduct he engaged me to releaſe his 
Religious. So ſoon às the Cordeliers perceived that 
the Buccanierswere Fought, who have a particular 
Talent at diſcovering hidden Treaſures, they pro- 
geſted, they were ready to reyeal all they had, ſo the 
Buccaniers retired ; but when they were gone, the 
Reverend Fathers fell. into their firſt Silence: In 
ſhort, I reſolv d to charge the Captains with the care 
* ſearching the religious Houſes, to the End that 
Their Preſence might preſerve all neceſſary Order 
and Reſervedneſs. This Search produced enough 
to make Satisfaction for the Trouble it gave us; 
and in Regard to the Churches, prevented even the 
Appearance of the Profanation. After I had ſe- 
verely commanded them not to touch any of the 
ſacred Veſſels, or any thing appertaining to the Sa- 
crifice, I order'd our Chaplains to gather up what 
was only for the Decoration of the Churches. Father 
Paul a Domini an, who hath' (by I know not 
what Authority) given himſelf a fort of a Miſſion 
among the Buccaners ; and uſually living upon the 
Coaſt had followed the Army, had put himſelf a- 
mong our Chaplains 3 aided with.a mighty Zeal to 
execute his Orders, which ſeem'd to him ſufficiently 
Juſt, in relation to other Convents, but when 
he was to go to the Dominicians, ſupported with 
the credit of Du Cafſe, he thought to have pre- 
vented this Viſit z but ſeeing there was no great 
Notice taken firſt of his threats, nor afterwards of 
bis Prayers, was then tranſported with Horrour at 
the Profanation, and came running to pronounce 
upon me, from God Almighty, the Anger of 
Heaven; yet they did not forbear going on with 
Altho' the Silver was brought in great abundance 
to the Contadore, that is, the Town-houſe, where 
J had my Quarters, yet we did not receive, — 
| | - MUG 
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much, what we might have expected. We had 
ſcarce got to the Coaſt of St. Martha, which I had 
been told was a Deſert, but they were acquainted 
with it at Carthagena ; and being likewiſe inform'd 
by three ſeveral Expreſſes from the King of Spain, 
of all Particulars, they were amply acquainted with 
my Project, my Forces, and, in a manner, 
Time I ſhould get thither; ſo they begun to ſtir 
themſelves upon that very Alarm. All the Wo- 
men of any Quality, with their Jewels, the Nuns, 
and what was worſt of all, 110 Mules laden with 
Gold, went out in four Days time; they retired ta 
Monpos, a Town forty Leagues from thence ; and 
although we had not mĩſcarried in our firſt Deſcent to 
attempt Noſtre Dame de la Pouppe, yet we could 
not have got thither until the greateſt Part of thoſe 
Treaſures was gone. However, the Honour which 
his Majeſty*s Arms acquired in this occaſion, beſides 
near upon eight or nine Millions that could not e. 
ſcape us, comforted us for the Loſs of the reſt. 
here is, in che Lear, one intemperate 
that never miſſes this Part of the Indian Coaſt, and 
it ſeemed, as if the great Rains, and Thunder, 
which are the Forerunners of it, had for a time de- 
ſiſted, to afford us the Opportunity of taking Car- 
thagena; for no ſooner were we in poſſeſſion of it, 
but the Air immediately became infected: 
Eight hundred Men, in ſix Days time, were ſeized 
with a contagious Diſtemper, of whom the great- 
eſt Part died ; and in a little time we were ſcarce 
able to receive into the Hoſpital, which was with 
much Expedition eſtabliſhed, the great number 
that was brought from all Parts; every Day we were 
informed of ſome melancholy Example; all Ideas 
of Triumphs and Treaſures, were effaced by thoſe 
ol Sickneſs and Mortality. In ſhort, if the Di- 
ſtemper had continued with this Rigour, I — 
e ve 
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have beheld my inevitable Ruin in the faireſt Port 
of the world, and no Enemy near me; not only 
have loſt the fruits of all our Labours, but like- 
wiſe the Squadron entruſted to me. WN 
There was a Report ſpread about, the Author of 
it I did not find out until ſome Days afterwards, 
that I could not carry back the King's Ships with- 
out making uſe of the Buccaniers ; who being ac- 
cuſtomed to theſe Climates, were no more infected 
with the Unhealthineſs of the Air, than the Natives 
that are very rarely touch'd with it. In this Con- 
dition Du Caſſe, that concealed his ſpite at Hibi- 
mani, where he was retired, ſent to me by his Ma- 
Jor a Writing, inſinuating, that his Colony was in 
danger of being deſtroyed, in caſe the Enemies 
ould attempt a Deſcent there, which was no ways 
to be doubted ; that he demanded of me the Forces 
T had drawn from thence ; and in caſe of Refuſal, 
he thereby made me reſponſible for all Accidents, I 
anſwered by the ſame way, that his Colony was as 
much recommended to me, as it had been to him : 
that concurring, to his Sentiments as to that matter, 
I did conſent, whatſoever Inconveniency might at- 
tend the weakening of myſelf by his Departure, that 
he might return with three parts of his Buccaniers, 
all the Inhabirants, and part of the Negroes; and 
that what I kept with me would therefore be too in- 
confiderable for the Coaſt to ſuffer by it: This An- 
ſwer, which I deſigned with Sincerity, happened to 
be contrary to what he expected; he did not ima- 
gine I could have taken that Reſolution, thinking, 
5 the Report ſpread about, to have made me ſo 
well comprehend the occafion I ſhould have for the 
Buccaniers, as to have determined myſelf againſt 
their return; but ſeeing my firmneſs, he begun 
to be more compliant, and better diſpoſed, with- 
out ſpeaking of going away: and thereby phy 
| | ew 
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ſhewed us, what fort of Intereſt detained him at 
Carthagena, As the Silver was brought in, ſo it 
was immediately carried on Board the King's 
Ships; upon which he employ'd Daunou to ac- 
quaint me, that the Buccaniers were diſguſted, that 


I did not call ſome of them to be V itneſſes of 
what paſſed at the Contadore; and propoſed to 


have me admit ſome Body from them. I found 


ſo much Inſolence in this Propoſition, that I 
ſuſpected from whence it proceeded : I told 


Daunou, that if he happened to chatge himſelf 


with any more ſuch Commiſſions, I would make 


him repent it. I was at that inſtant informed, 
that ſame of the Buccaniers, contrary to my Pro- 
hibition of pillaging Houſes, had broke through 


the Roof of a Houſe, and ſtole ſome Merchan- 


dizes : I took my Guards, and went through all 
the Quarters of the City, reſolved to make an 
Example of thoſe who fell into my Hands ; but 
they were all tetired to the Poſts aſſigned them, 
where they received alk the Threats I made them 
with a moſt profound Submiſſion : Moreover, I 
was not ſo ill ſerved by my Spies; as not to be 
informed, that the ſeditious Diſcourſes they ſome- 
times held, upon the Silver being carried on Board 
the King's Ships, was inſpired into them, by 
People wholly abandoned to their own Intereſt, 
who took all Opportunities to expreſs their own 
Thoughts with the Tongues of the Buccaniers. 

I was not ſo much a Stranger to the Buccaniers 


Courage, as to apprehend any manner of Attempt 


from that part; but a Rumour being underhand 
whiſper'd, that they had a mind to pillage the 
Contadore, to ſecure the ſhare they pretended to 
of the Booty; I was apprehenſive, leaſt they 
might force me to puniſh them ſo, that I ſhould 
not be able to expect any farther Service from 
them; and I might poſſibly have oceaſion for their 

K aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance on Board the King's Ships, in my return 
to France. Upon this I Pee upon a Method 
which ſeemed moſt likely to ſatisfy them, without 
Fee s me to an unbecoming Condeſcenſion: I 

liberally recompenſed ſuch of the Buccaniers as 

_ were wounded; and gave more to the lam'd; there 

being ſo few of the one, or the other, that I could 
not thereby much prejudice the Intereſts of the 

Armament; I ordered very conſiderable Gratifi- 

_ cations to their Captains, and ſome others that 

had diſtinguiſhed themſelves ; I thought by the 

kindneſs I ſhewed to Du Caſſe, and his Adherents, 

which were ſo exceſſive, that I am aſhamed to own 

it; I thought, I fay, to have engaged them to 

have made no farther Pretenſions; but I was ſur- 

priz'd to find, that by his Calculation of the eight 

Millions, he reckoned two of them belong'd to the 

Buccamers ; and of theſe two Millions, he eſteem d 

| himſelf ſure of one; for he ſhares with them as 

Captain General, as firſt Captain of each Frigat, 

as Proprietor of the Frigats of which he lends ſome 

to them, and lets them have others belonging to 

the King, which with divers Pretexts he detains 
upon the Coaſts, at exorbitant Intereſt. M hen I 

was made acquainted with the Particulars, J re- 

ſolved with my Authority and Diligence to extri- 
cate myſelf out of this Affair: but this Diligence was 

the difficult matter, a great part of the Equipage 
neceſſary in a Siege, which we had brought from the 

Fleet, was yet aſhore, the Diſtempers deprived me 

of half my Men, and I had ſcarce got on board 
half of the Silver. The Braſs Cannons of ( attbage+ 
2a were yet on the Ramparts ; I entreated the Buc- 

caniers to undertake this Work, which they refus'd, 
and I was informed they had not only reſolved not 

to work, but neither to make Watch or Ward un- 

til they were put into poſſeſſion of their Share of the 

Booty. I ſhew'd no Concern at this time, but pre- 
Ne 4 8 vailingp 
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vailing by dint of Money upon the ſmall number I 


had in a condition of working, to uſe their utmoſt 
Efforts, I got on board my Squadron all the Can- 


non of Carthagena, all that remained of what was 


brought on Shore ; and part of the Baſtions being 


already . thrown down, on the 25th of May the 
Powder was put to the other Mines; I re-embark'd 
all my Troops and myſelf, leaving Du Caſſe, his 


Officers, and Buccaniers, in the City; I acquainted 
both the one and the other, that if they pillaged 


the leaſt of the Houſes I had mark'd, I would in- 


ſtantly fire their Frigates : They were too well 
laden to ſuffer them to be expoſed to the Effects 
of my Threats, for having reſolved not to bring a- 


ny Merchandizes on board the King's Ships, that 1 
might be in a better condition of Defence, I did 
permit the Buccaniers to take what belonged not to 
the Inhabitants that remained in the Town. Du 
Caſſe wrote me word that he would anſwer for the 


Obedience ol the Buccaniers; adding withal, that 


if their con..u&t was any ways to be blamed, it pro- 


ceeded from the Severity which was uſed to them, 


in not letting them know what they were to expect 
of the Booty. He might have ſaid with more truth, 
that it was his own Inquietude; and in reality for 


ſome days paſt he had continuilly complained a- 
gainſt the embarking of all the Silver, which he 
{aid they could not tell how to get from the King's 
Ships; but yet that he could not believe I would de- 
el him of any thing that ſo juſtly belonged to 

im, having engaged myſelf by Writing to let the 
Buccaniers divide Man for Man with the Seamen of 


the King's Ships. He had a great deal of Reaſon to 
inſiſt upon this Writing, which was what I ever de- 
ſigned to have obſerv*dy but when I underſtood that 


by his calculation two of the eight Millions be- 


longed to him, I was ſurprized at his Meaning, be- 


lieving him informed, as every body elſe was, that 
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what appertained to the Seamen of the King's Ships, 
and conſequently to the Buccaniers, whom I had 
received upon theſe expreſs'd terms, was the Tenth 
of the firſt Million, and the thirtieth of all the o- 
thers ; which his Majeſty had been pleaſed to grant 
to the ſaid Men on board his Ships, to excite them 
to da well, and as a Recompenſe for their Services, 
as it was explained in the conditions upon which his 
Majeſty had conſented to this Armament. Ar 
length, altho' Du Tilleul was Night and Day em- 
ployed in the Receipt and Embarking of the Silver, 
and the infinite Particulars appertaining to a great 
Squadron, had not the time to examine his Books, 
and conſequently we could not exactly know what 
Silver there was; yet I ſo preſs'd him to make an 
Eſtimate of the whole Affair, to ſatisfy Du Caſſe, 
and his Cabal, what did belong to them, that he 
made out the Account and {gned it. 


- * - 5 , 


Upon the 29th I ſent this Account to Di Caſe, 
who, upon my reiterated Orders that I had ſent 
him, was at laſt embark'd with his Buccaniers, and 
come down pretty near to the Fort of Boccachica ; 
below which was the whole Squadron, except the 
Scepter, who through the Ignorance of the Pilots, 
was got between two Banks, upon which ſhe had 
ſtruck, and had not then got clear of them. 

Du Caſſe was extreamly ſurpriz'd upon reading 
of the Account, wherein he ſaw that his, and the 
 Buccaniers Share, amounted only to about 40000 
Crowns. He reckon'd that the whole would have 
been divided into four equal Parts, and he being 
very near a Fourth of the Army, one of theſe 
Parts would conſequently fall to his Share : But 
when he opened his Eyes, and ſaw that dividing 
Man for Man with the King's Ships, ſignified ſha- 
ring what appertain'd to the ſaid Ship's Companies, 
but not what appertained to the King, and.the Ar- 
matures; and when it appcar'd, that the Part = the 
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Ships Companies conſiſted in the Tenth of the firſt 
Million, and the thirtieth of the others; of which, 
the fourth that might belong to him, amounted only 
to 40000 Crowns, he fell into ſuch a Rage, that nor 
conſidering, that the leaving his Government, without 
a Permiſſion from Court, and upon a particular In- 


tereſt, was by all manner of Laws, a criminal Ac- 
tion; yet he reſolved to ſteer for France; probably 

to demand Juſtice of himſelf, for being miſtaken, 
for as to any thing elſe, there cannot appear any 

Pretence of Complaint, I muſt acknowledge I was 
a long time before I could comprehend, that his 
Miſapprehenſion ſhould carry him ſo far, as to ima. 


gine, that the Credit of ſo many People was uſed, 
much Addreſs employ'd, great Sums of Money 
collected and expended, and ſo long a Voyage un- 
dertaken, to give the Fourth of what it produced, 
to the Governor of St. Domingo, and a Troop of 


Banditti; who without being at any Charge, and 
only for about ſix Weeks, at leaſt the greateſt Part 
of them, idle Spectators of a great Action; me- 
thinksJuſtice ſeems ſo repugnant to ſuch a Thought, 


that Du Caſſe cannot be excus'd entertaining it. By 
allowing a Subſiſtance, and Share, as I did to this 
Rabble, they received too much Honour, eſpecial- 


ly being joyn'd in the Diviſion with the Companies 


of the King's Ships, whoſe continual Service, which 


they render to the King and the State, ſo gloriouſly 
diſtinguiſh them from that, baſe Kind of Life that 


the others lead. Mecreover, I do not ſee what Re- 


_ ply can be made to this Argument: If they are the 

King's Subjects, they are order'd to ſerve in this 
Enterprize, upon which his Majeſty did not de- 
clare there ſhould be any Diſtinction in Favour of 


them; according to the Orders, the whole Strength 
of the Colony was to join the Forces I brought from 


France; and if they did not, I was to treat them 


as Rebels: And I was much in the Wrong, to aſ- 
5 ; ALY ſociate 
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fociate them to the Conſideration that was promiſed 
to the Kings faithful Subjects. 

When I was getting under Sail, to come out of 
Carthagena, I was forc'd to ſet on Fire the Bomb. 
Galliot, her Maſts and Hulk were ſo ſhatter'd, 
that ſhe was nat in a Condition of going to Sea, I 
* Jett alſo the Providence Brigantine, (of whoſe Com- 
pany there was not one Man capable of Ser- 
vice) with a Buccanier-Captain, until farther Or- 
der. - The neceſſity I was in, of diſmounting ſome 
Ship, to afford ſome Aſſiſtance to others, by divi- 
ding of her Company amongſt them, had engaged 
me to fire the Chrift Ship, it Du Caſſe, to whom 
it was neceſſary I ſhould give a Ship, to tranſport 
his People to the French Cape, had not been con- 
tented with that; which he arm'd as well as he 
could, to carry back the Buccaniers, Inhabitants, 
and Negroes, - St. Domingo. 

On the goth I was taken ſo very ill with the 
Diſtemper, that all that 1 could do, before I fell 
into a Condition that deprived me of my Intellect, 
was to agquaint Levy, that I committed the Care 
of the Squadran to him ; and that he ſhould ſteer 
his Courſe for Cape Tiburon , according to the 
Reſolution he knew I had taken, to return thence 
to France, without tquching then at Petit Guaves, 
where, as I was infarm d, the Air was not affected 
Jeſs than at Carthagena, by which the reſt of our 
Men would have infallibly periſh'd: From that 
time, I order'd nothing that pafs'd ; but the Acr 
count that follows, Levy, and the Major-General, 
gave me in Writing, as likewiſe by Word of 
Mouth. 
U pon the laſt of the Month of May, compleat- 
ing * Ruin of the Fort of Boccachica, where we 
had ſome Days been at work, Daunou, after ma- 
ny fruitleſs Attempts to ſpeak with me, went to 
them. and acquainted them, that the e 
Ing 
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being enraged at the ſmall part I gave them of the 
Booty, had propoſed to board and plunder the 
Scepter ; but that afterwards they were come to a 
Reſolution, to return and plunder Carthagend : 
And inreality, they percerved at that Inſtant, the 
_ greateſt part of their Frigates making into the Port, 
to ſail to it: He faid farther, that they had paſſed 
under the Stern of the Pontchartrain, where Du 
Caſſe was on board, to whom they had declared their 
' Deſign ; and, that he had exhorted them, not to 
commit ſuch an Infraction of the Treaty upon 
which the City ſurrendered ; that he had likewiſe 
ſent his Major to endeavour to diſſwade them from 
it; that for his own part, it gave him ſo much 
trouble, that he deſired only a hundred Seamen, - 
with which he ſhould think himſelf ſtrong enough | 
to prevent their Deſigns on the City. 8 
All the Squadron was out at Sea, excepting the 
Scepter, who was ſomething nearer to them; but 
in ſuch a Condition by reaſon of the Diſtemper a- 
mong the Seamen, that we were very far from be- 
ing able to make this Detachment ; and altho' they 
might have been, yet how could it be poſſible, for 
aà hundred Men, ſeveral Hours behind the Bucca- 
niers, to prevent them from landing ? The ridi- 
culous and true Motive of this Propoſition was pal- 
pably apparent; and accordingly Levy, and the 
Major General, expreſsd their Opinton very free- 
ly to Daunou, whoſe Paſſion increaſed upon the 
Contempt they ſhewed him. Yet Levy, deſirous 
to apply all the Remedy that was to be uſed, made 
all the haſte he could on Board the Frigate of Ma- 
cary, being neareſt the Fort, and longer in getting 
ready than the other, and by that able to be reach- 
ed, and by his Authority he made her come to an 
Anchor again, believing, that afterwards ſhe would 
not dare but to come out with the Scepter; yet this 
Ship being got through the paſſage, the Frigate 
was 
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was no longer afraid of being ſtopped by her Can- 
non; Macary having for. ſome — followed us, 
ſuddenly Sebel about, and ſtobd after the reſt of 


his ec after having conferr'd with Du 
Caſes! with whom he ſtay'd for moſt Part of the 


Ni 
BY: looks as if Du Caſſe was entirely bereft of his 
Senſe, in more carefully covering his Connivance 
with the Buccaniers, in their violating of an Au- 
thentick Capitulation. The Pontchartrain, aboard 
which he was, and the Malouin Frigate, that he 
could have commanded, were both of them among 
the Buccaniers Frigates, when they reſolved upon 
this Courſe : Why did he not go after them, on 
all Sides firing on them? yet ſhooting fo high, | 
or ſo low, as not to do them any Damage? He 
might have made it to have been believed, that he 
was no Accomplice in this Perfidiouſneſs, and at 
the ſame time = juſtified to the World, that it 
was not by my Orders committed, being it would 
then have appeared;that it was done by Mutiniers ; 
whereas this ſcandalous Herd being, in Appearance 
under my Command, as formerly, I am become 
reſponſible to the King of Spain; who might, if 
I ſhould ever happen to fall into his Power, with 
ſome Juſtice, uſe me as a Breaker of Treaties : 
For what appears in Sum of this Action, is a Ca- 
Pitulation manifeſtly broken by the King's Army. 

It was plain to us, Pu Caſſa only thought of 
making the beſt of his Way to get firſt of all into 
France, quitting the Squadron without Leave, and 
even without the Knowledge of any one, he brought 
to all the Sails of the Pontchartrain, and we heard 
no more of him until the Fourth of June. The 
Squadron left Boccachica the Firſt, after having 
diſengaged themſelves of the Misfortune which the 
Scepter and Fort had, in ſtriking the firſt Night 


after their coming out, upon two Banks, three 
Leagues 
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Leagues from the Coaſt, whereby they had like 
to have been loſt. The Squadron after this ſtood for 
Cape Tiburon, when a Veſſel from Petit Guaves 
brought us a Packet; he met D Cuſſe, to whom he 
had likewiſe delivered one, which was a Duplicate of 
that he had for me: They came from Robert, Intend- 
ant of the Iſles, who had diſpatch'd away a Bark 
to inform me, That upon the twenty-ſeventh of 
April, thirteen Engliſh Men of War, of which 
eight were capital Ships, were arrived at Barbadoes, 
where there were ſeveral others; that it was 
not to be doubted but this was the Squadron, 
(as he had been informed from France ) that 
the Enemies was to ſend after me, to prevent the 


Execution of my Deſigns ; that this Squadron was 
not to make any Stay at Ba#badoes, upon which I 


was to take my Meaſures: The Day before 1 ＋ 
France, I was adviſed, that to whatever Place 
went, Admiral Nevill, with fifteen Eugliſb Ships, 


was to follow me, ſo ſoon as they knew the Courſe 
I teer*d. Theſe Informations concurring witheach 
other, we did not doubt of the Arrival of that 


Squadron in the Indian Seas, as likewiſe that we 


muſt meet them: For their Courſe, of conſequence, 


if they were informed at Jamaica, of our Succeſs 


at Carthagena, as it was very probable, would be 


to expett us at Cape Tiburon, there not being any 
Likelihood that we ſhould return to France, with- 
out paſſing upon that Coaſt to take in freſh Provi- 
fions, and leave the Men I had taken from thence. 
I was then a little recovered from the Extremity of 


my Illneſs, and upon this News I held the firſt 
Council of this Expedition ; there was no Diverſity 


of Opinions, all the Captains agreeing that we 
ought to ſteer for the Gulf of the Streights of  Baha- 
ma; that we ought to ſupply our Want of Water, 
by the moſt extraordinary good Management of 
what we had ; that there * be an * 

; | © 
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of taking in more upon the Coaſt of Accadia, 
which was the moſt probable Way of meeting that 
Enemy, who could not be gone to expectus there, 
knowing we had a more convenient Paſſage upon 
many Accounts. Upon this Reſolution we alter*d 


eur Courſe that we were ſteering to Tiburon, for that 


of Babama, which we continued until the Sixth. 
It may here be obſerved, how little one ought 
to depend upon the ſevereſt Reaſons, when For- 
tune is in the Scale: The Courſe of Cape Tiburon, 
our Ruin, in appearance, was free of all Danger, 
the Enemy paſſed very wide of it; and the way 
of Bahama, ſo ſure in our Reckoning, carried us 
into that between Jamaica and Carthagena, which 
they then ſteered, and occaſioned us to fall into the 
middle of them in the Night, between the ſixth and 
the ſeventh. Some Hours before Day, I was in- 
formed, that from time to time, they perceived 
Fires made in a Ship behind us; this Signal not 
| being to be made by any of ours, we began to be- 
lieve, it was ſome advanced Frigate of the Enemies, 
who informed them by her Fires, that ſhe follow- 
ed us, and that by keeping after her, they could 
not loſe us. There was then no other Reſolution 
to be taken, than to wait for the Day; we did not 
know our ſituation, in relation to that of the Ene- 
mies, ſo by any other manner of working, ve 
ſhould have run the ſame Riſque, to have fallen in 
with them, as to have ſtegred clear of them. The 
firſt appearance of Day preſented us with the Image 
of an inevitable and diſmal Misfortune; we at firſt 
reckoned twenty Sail, then twenty five, a little 
afterwards twenty nine, and ainong them a Ketch. 
Eight of theſe Ships ſeemed to be of an equal force 
to the Scepter, ten or twelve others, with the St. 
Lewis, the Furieux, and our other Ships of that 
Rate, the reſt with our Frigates from thirty ſix to 
forty four Guns ; halt of this Fleet was to m_ 
, | War 
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ward of our Squadron, and wanted but little of 
Cannon ſhot of us; ſome others were exactly on 
our Lee; and the reſt, which were the great Ships 
before- mentioned, were in our Sterns, a little be- 
low us. „ 5 PET | 

Our great Misfortune was not only to have eight 
and twenty Ships againſt our ſeven Ships, and three 
Frigates; but as an addition, our unfortunate Squa- 
dron was ſo ſtrangely weakened by the Mortality, 
that ſhe was rather a general Hofpital for the reſt of 
the Officers and Seamen, inſomuch that when we 
went to put ourſelves into a condition of making 
ſome ſort of a reſiſtance, by the paleneſs of our 
Faces, and the weakneſs of our Motion and Stir- 
ring, it look'd as if the Hoſpital of Paris was 
brought under Arms. To give an Idea of the Con- 
dition we were in, I need only ſay, that the other 
Ships were poſſibly in a much worſe Condition than 
the Scepter, who out of her Complement of 700 
Men, had not above g50 that were able to take 
Arms, or work our Artillery. What an altera- 
tion for me in particular! My Expedition had ac- 
quired ſome Honour to the King's Arms, and 
would have produced conſiderable Advantages to 
my Armatures. The taking of Carthagena ſeem'd 
to have acquired me a pleaſing Diſtinction; and be- 
Ing enriched, I had, at my Return, a proſpect 

of Glory and Pleaſures, all which now paſſed like 

a ſhadow ; and I had continually before my Eyes. 
the deſtruction of a flouriſhing Squadron, which [I 
had the Honour to be entruſted with; the Diſplea- 
{ure of the King and his Miniſters, in the Circum- 
ſrances of this Loſs, which not only deprived his 
Majeſty of ſo many Ships, but ſo much advantag'd 
his Enemies, and carried them thoſe Riches, that 


| were in a manner ready to have entered France; 


the Grief of my Armatures, for whom all was loſt 
by this unhappy Re- encounter; and my continual 
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mn -: Monſieur De Pointi's .. 


| Deſpair in the Remainder of a Life, which after a 


long Impriſonment, I muſt have paſſed in Obſcu- 
rity, if the Report of my bad Fortune had not ren- 
dered me remarkable. ; EY 

Theſe were my Reflections, when having ac- 
quainted all my People that we ought to die like 
Men of Honour, I had two occaſions of being 


comforted; the firſt was, the Officers proteſting to 


me, with an Air of Aſſurance, that the Ships ſhould 
be defended, whilſt any of them were living; and 
the Ships Company entered into the ſame Senti- 
ment; inſomuch that the fick, at leaſt thoſe not at 


Extremity, ſhewed themſelves as forward as the o- 


thers; ſo I beheld Reſolution on all fides of me. 


The other was, ſo ſoon as the ſignal for the Order 


of Battle was made, the &. Lewis, Furieux, Verman- 
dois, St. Michael, and the Mutine, came up fo faſt, 


and fell fo well into their Stations, that they allowed 


us no occaſion of doubting of their having the ſame 


Reſolution with ours; the Fort, the Apollo, L' Ave- 


nant, and Marin, did not obey the ſignal, but kept 
to Windward, where they chanced to be; the Cap- 
tains of the two laſt were ſick, and I had taken from 
them the greateſt part of their Men, to got, ox 
the great Ships, and had deſigned them for Fire- 


ſhips ; but not having time to fit them up for it, nor 


to fetch away their lick, they were become altoge- 
ther uncapable of any ſervice, ſo I could no ways 


wonder they did not fall in their ordered Station; 


as to the Fort and the Apollo, I was apprehenſive 


that the firſt had loſt ſo many of her Men, that ſhe 


was not able to make any ſort of a Fight; the o- 


ther being her Second, did believe, as it is the cu- 
ſtom, that ſhe was not to abandon her Flag, Du 


Zuiſſon, by the Death of the Viſcount Coetlogon, 
then carrying the Flag of Rear-Admiral. At this 
Inſtant one of the Enemies ſhips having fired a Gun 

| "> 
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upon the Fly- boat, called, The City of Amſterdam, 
who was a good way a- ſtern of us, ſhe ſtruck ſail, 
and ſurrendered z they found a great many fick Men 


on board her, and a very conſiderable Quantity of 


Ammunition and Proviſion. The only Traverſier 
left me had the ſame Deſtiny with the Fly- boat, 
with whom ſhe was. But while theſe things paſo'd, 


we found that half of their Fleet, who in a little 


time were got within reach of us, were unwilling to 
engage, until the others to Leeward could come to 
the Action; yet being unwilling to hand in their 
fails to ſtay for the others behind, they kept them- 
| ſelves in a Line, and permitted us to get before 
them. We perceived by their working that we were 
yet to have ſome Hours of Quiet, and none of us 


being ſtrong enough to ſupport a long Action, we 


repoſed ourſelves in Expectation of the Event. A- 
bout Two o' Clock in the Afternoon the Major- 


General came to me, and told me, there was no 
farther Hopes of Delays, that the advanced part of 
the Enemies Fleet was got within Cannon-ſhot, and 
to Windward of our Squadron, and their great 


Ships exact a broadſide of our Lee. This being 
ſo, the Signal general for the Order of Battle was 
given, without Loſs of Time; I added to it the 
particular Signal of the Fort, to bring her to her 


Station; but ſhe only did ſo much as was neceflary 


to let us know that ſhe knew her ſignal, and then 
ſtanding to windward, ſhe confirmed me in the 
Thoughts I had in the Morning. 

The Affair was ſufficiently ſerious to keep us at- 
tentive: We obſerved firſt of all, that the Ships 
which might have attack'd us, choſe rather to 
flacken their way, and fell from us; with much re- 
garding of them I was partly of the Opinion, that 
it was by going larger away than we who kept cloſe 


to the Wind, that their great ſhips had gai 
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much upon us. The fear of deceiving myſelf i in 


this Matter, made me conſult all thoſe that J 


reckoned able to inform me; and they all being of 


the ſame Opinion, I eafily penetrated into the 


Thoughts of the Exgli/þ Admiral, who reckoned 
there was no fafety for me, but to go before the 
Wind, for the Streights of Bahama ; fo he pro- 
poſed to get fo much a-head of me, as to hinder 
my Paſſage; but I perceived at the ſame time that 
he might be miſtaken in his wo king; becauſe in- 
ſtead of failing parallel to the Conf we ſteer'd, 
his coming up opened an Angle, which in truth 
brought him into my Traverſe, but 1n reality at a 
greater diſtance than when he was a-ſtern of us; 
therefore by tacking about I ſhould be at a greater 
diſtance than I was ; before 5 beſides, I was lure to 


get ſomething by it. 


I was certain, that the Ships which might have 
attzck*d me, durſt not do it, and therefore it would 


not much trouble me if I did find them in my Paſ- 


fage. Upon this I fent the Marine Frigate to order 
all the Ships of the Squadron to tack about pre- 
ciſely at the ſhutting in of Night; that I would 
light no Fires, nor make any ſignal, and that they 
ſhould go as cloſe haul'd to the Wind as it was poſ- 
fible. At the time appointed we went about, but 
we were too near the Enemy to conceal our work- 


ing from them; one of their ſmall Frigates being 


likewiſe got in among us, I was obliged to give 
him ſome Cannon-ſhot from the Scepier, and the 
Furieux, who was ſomething nearer to him; with 
which he ſtood fo corrected, that we ſaw 3 no 
more afterwards. But the different ſignals which the 
Enemies Ships made by Fires to each other, affured 


us, that they who were moſt advanced, communi— 


cated to them behind what paſs'd, ſo we doubted 


not of our being followed. However, the next 


Day 
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Day, ſo ſoon as it was light, we found the ſucceſs 


of our working; for We could only reckon four- 
teen Ships, who followed us in a Line one after the 


other, and not ſo nigh by far as the Day before; 


but at the ſame time we miſs'd the Fort, Apollo, 
L'Avenant, Marin, and the Diep Fly-boat: We 
having not heard any Cannon- ſhot, we could not 
think they were taken, however, it was not until 


the next Day that I was eaſed of this Apprehen- 


ſion, by Report of the Mutine that rejoined me, ac- 
gquainting me, that when ſhe carried the Orders for 

the Ships to go about, thoſe we miſgd being conſi- 
derably to windward of us, who had by much the 
Wind of the Enemies when we tack'd, it was much 
eaſier for them to get clear, by keeping on their 
Way, than in following me: Simonet added, that 


the Fort had loſt her Fore-top-maſt , but having 
ſeen all the Enemies Ships ſtanding as we did, at a 


great diſtance from each other; there was no Rea- 
ſon to fear that ours were purſued. df. 

This ſeparation being not to be remedied, my 
Thoughts were wholly employed to the Preſerva- 
tion of the reſt of the Squadron, and to make uſe 
of the advantage I had got ; I continu'd the ſame 
Board, until within twenty Leagues of Carthapena, 


where we were on the gth of the ſame Month of 


June. In the Evening I made the Signal of hold- 
ing the contrary Courſe; and when it was quite 
dark, I acquainted the other Ships, with three 
Guns, that they were to ſteer Weſt, directly before 


the Wind: There was then but three of the Ene- 


mies Ships that kept within fight of us, and they 


were a great way from us; they could not imagine 


what this Signal mean'd, and ſo kept on the ſame 
Board, In the mean while, we ran this Night 22 
Leagues, and the next Day found ourſelves per- 
fectly out of all Buſineſs on that ſide. But to one 
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not poſſible for us to reach Bahama, by holding 
through the uſual paſſage, that lies between Cuba 
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Trouble ended, commonly comes another: It was 


and Jamaica, and which is not at all dangerous; 
but we were oblig' d to take that to the Southward, 


terrible for the Shelves, among which we were 


ford to paſs, althe' we were altogether ignorant 


of them; however, ſupplying the want of Experi- 


ence, with our utmoſt Care and Diligence, we 


eſcap'd all the Rocks, and having doubled the 
Cape of St. Anthony, found ourſelves on the 26th 
in the entrance of the Streight of Bahama; where 
we underſtood by a ſmall Engliſh Veſſel, who fell 
into our ſquadron, coming from Famaica, laden 
with Indigo and Cotton, to the value of about 


25000 Crowns, that the Engliſh Fleet we had met 
was commanded by Nevil, and was compos'd, at 
Barbadoes, of 13 ſhips that came from England, 


of three that were in the Ifland, and eight Hol- 
landers, of which four were very large Ships, and 
came out of the Streights, who made in all 24 Men 


of War, to whom were belonging four Fire-ſhips, 


and a Ketch: Which was exactly the Number we 

had ſeen; their Intention was to have ſtayed 24 
Hours only at Jamaica, but the contrary Winds had 
detained them eight Days; that their {hips were in 


good Health, but very ill mann'd, the greateſt of 


them not having above 330 Men, and thoſe of be- 


tween 50 and 60 Guns, 150 Men: This laſt Cir- 
cumſtance diminiſh'd the admiration I was in, that 


none of them who could have attack'd me, had 


not begun the Fight by engaging of me, until ſuch 


time as the reſt could get up to them; it may be, 
they were ignorant of the ill ſtate we were reduc'd 
to by ſickneſs, or poſſibly they did not give Credit 
to what they might have known by the Amſterdam 


Flyboatz for the Countenance that we ſhewed 
| them, 


i 
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them, was no ways anſwerable to what ſhe could 
have told them. 

Having detach'd away the Autine-Frigate for 
S. Domingo, with the Forces, Inhabitants, and 
Negroes, that were on Board that part of the 
Squadron then with me, we ſteer'd on our Courſe; 
nothing material happen'd to us, excepting an Er- 
ror in our Reckoning: For we were. got to the 


Eaſtward of N. r foumland, when we thought we 


had been to the Weſtward ; which oblig?d us to go 


into Conception-Bay for Water, that we deſign'd to 
have taken at Plaicentia : We came to an Anchor 


on the Fourth of the Month of Auguſt, having 


only fix Days Water on Board. The Captain of a 


ſmall Veſſel coming from Barbadoes, which we 
took on the ſecond Inſtant, did us very good Ser- 
vice in our Anchorage, which we did not know ; 
but this Veſſel which the Vermandois mann'd, hap- 


pen'd to loſe the Squadron in a Miſt ; as did alſo 


another ſmall Veſſel, that we found abandon'd at 


Sea, upon which we ſent likewiſe ſome Men, and 


fince we never heard more of them, The great 
Want of ſome freſh Proviſions, oblig*d me to ſend 
the Captain of the Prize, taken at Bahama, to 
propoſe to ſome Fiſher-men, retir'd to the bottom 
of the Bay, called La Carbonniere to ſupply me 
with what Cattle they could, and to lend me their 
Boats to take in Water ; upon which I promis'd to 
do them no harm. They anſwer'd me by the fame 
Meſſenger, That they had ſcarce any freſh Pro- 
viſions ; but they would give me what they had, 
and accommodate me with their Boats; provided, 
I gave them Hoſtages. The aſſiſtance was not 
conſiderable enough to accept it upon this Condi- 
tion; ſo I reſolv'd to burn a dozen, or fourteen, 
pitiful Houſes that were there, after I had taken in 
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82 Monsieur De Pointi's 
In the mean time I was informed by a Priſoner, 


that there were eight Englih Men of War at St. 
Jobn's, eight Leagues from us: ſent thither for 


the Re-eſtabliſhment of that Colony, ruined by the 
Governor of Placentia z that theſe ſhips, whereof 
two carried 70 Guns each, and the reſt from 30 to 


60, had brought 13 Foot-Companies, commanded 


by Gib on, Lieutenant-Governor of Portſmouth, 


who were to ſtay there; that Norris commanded 
the Fleet ; and that in a Council of War, held at 
our Arrival, it was reſolved to ſtand out to tight 
us. This News made us double-our Diligence to 
get in the Water we wanted, and to prepare our- 


ſelves not only to fight the Engliſh, but to ſeek them 


out. To this purpoſe we got under fail ; on the 


yth of Augnſt we ſtood to Ea Carbonniere, to burn 
the little Houſes ; but the Weatlier being ſo bad, 


that we could not get to them without danger, be- 
fides the inconſiderableneſs of the place, rendering 


this Action not ſufficiently important, to conſume 


away time upon it, I took the Party to go before 


St. John's, to attack the Enemies, if they had 
been out; but apparently, ſome reflection of the 


Force and Largeneſs of our Ships, had prevented 
them from coming out, and the Port was ſo 
ſtreight, as to render any Attempt upon them im- 
practicable ; I was contented to thew myſelf, and 
offer them Battle, which ſeeing they did not an- 
ſwer, we ſteer'd for the Coaſt of France, upon the 


Eighth of the ſame Month of Augilſt; and on the 
twenty- fourth of the ſaid Month, in the fourth Degree 
of Latitude, and --- Longitnde, we perceived fix 


Ships cruiſing exactly in the Courſe we ſteer'd, 


Notwithſtanding the Weakneſs to which we were 
reduc'd, our Ships not having then by much, one 


half cf our Complement of Men, the Number of 


the 
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the Enemies, ſuppoſing they were ſo, did no ways 
| occaſion us to fear meeting them; beſides, this place 
not being their uſual cruizing ſtation, and on the con- 
trary, very common for the French Ships ; there 
was a great deal of Appearance that they were 
ſuch, and many Conveniencies would attend this 
Joyning ; ſo I continued on my Way: But when 
I came up with them, three of them appeared to 
be Deck-Ships, the Fourth equall to ours of 64 
Guns, a Frigate of 40 Guns, and another ſmall 
Veſſel, that did not bring herſelf into the Line: 
whilſt we were conſidering of what Country they 
were, and had brought ourſelves into Order of 
Battle, with the Wind upon the Beam, being the 
ſame Method which they had taken in expecting 
us, they put forth Exgliſb Colours, contrary to the 
Cuſtom of that Nation, they did not fire firſt, al- 
tho' we were in leſs than Cannon-ſhot. We put 
for th our Colours, at the ſame time they ſhewed 
theirs ; and to do them Juſtice, it was impoſſible 
to make a bolder Working than what they ſhew'd ; 
little did they gueſs the Badneſs of our Condition, 
nor that the Scepter, St. Lewis, Furieux, VLerman- 
dois, and St. Michael, were reducd to the Weak- 
neſs of 40 Gun Frigates; not knowing theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, it muſt be allowed that they ſhewed a 
great deal of Reſolution 5 
We were fo far advanced, that the Honour of 
his Majeſty's Arms would not permit us to turn 
back, but rather to make ourſelves a Paſſage; 
and moreover, that Attempt which would infallibly 
have diſcovered our Weakneſs, would as certainly 
have encouraged the Enemy, upon whom we came 
within the reach of a Fuſil Beucanniere, where we 
then perceived their Beds and Hammocks to be 
paſs'd from the Forecaſtle to the Quarter-deck, to 
cover them from our ſmall Shot; this hindered us 
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from diſcerning the ſpace between the Forecaſtle and 
Quarter-deck, and occaſioned us to believe them 
_ three-deck Ships; it was eaſy to miſtake them, 
there being of thoſe great Frigates of 72 Guns, 
Which have that length, width and depth, fo they 
wanted only ſome Beams and Planks to unite them; 
the fourth was ſomething leſs, and about the 
Strength of the Furieux; the fifth a Frigate of 40 
Guns; the Commander was in the midſt of his 
Squadron, and myſelf alſo in the Center of his Ma- 
 xlty's Ships, both ſides being exactly in a Line, I 
was only to ſpring my Loofe to come a- broadſide 
of him, and upon my ſignal the Fire began, which ©? 
continued from half an hour after Three, until Se- 
ven, and with much more Briskneſs on our ſide, 
than I could have expected from our Weakneſs; 


bt the Enemy, altho? better provided, in my Opini- 
\. I on, ſhewed not altogether ſo much, however they 
MA kept as cloſe to the Wind as it was poſſible for 
#0 Them, . 


ſails as we did, that is, ſo as to continue on the 
Courfe upon which we found them, which was 
North North Weſt, a very contrary Courſe to 
what I was to ſteer, and from which J could not 
depart ; ſo I went about in our Line of Battle» to 
leave the Cape to the Eaſt, : 
In the Execution of this, the Fire was pretty vi- 
olent on both ſides ; but the Enemies, inſtead of 
going about, continued their Broadſides, which 
paſs d in a Moment, and we got far enough not to 
apprehend any farther Damage, In a very little 
While afterwards, the Enemies went about likewiſe 
all at once; yet I was fully perſuaded they would 
not endeavour to begin the Fight again, by reaſon 
| they continued their lower Sails. furPd as well as wh 
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| | At the ſame time the Fight began, they ſet their 
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Expedition 1b Carthagena. 8 5 
who wrought with much Trouble through the 
Want of Hands to repair the Damage we ſuf⸗ 
fered in our Sails and Rigging: For as to the 
Men, there were not aboard the Scepter above 
eleven killed and wounded, and in the other 
Ships yet leſs in proportion; but the Verman- 
dois having loſt her Foretop maſt, I was extreamly 

| troubled, becauſe I did not think her able to get 

up another; yet ſhe did not only attempt it in the 

* but perfectly accompliſhed it early the next 
Day. 8 > 


We continued our Courſe all Night, with an 

eaſy Sail, and our uſual Lights. The next Day 
we were in a Condition to have begun again, if 
the Enemy had followed us ; which we doubted 
of in the Night, as not diſcerning any of their 
Lights; but it is probable, that they had not leſs 
work to repair than we had, ſo I preſume they 
ſpent the Night at work, and the next Day we were 
almoſt out of Ae. PS 


We had done our Bufineſs; which was to paſs 
without ſhame : We had no Advantage to expect 
from a ſecond Engagement; but on the contrary 
many Inconveniences, and one almoſt inevitable; 
which was, that the Squadron would periſh ar 
Sea for want of Proviſions, if any endamaged 
Ship ſhould conſiderably detain us. There- 
fore we kept on our way, and the Enemies 
followed us unti] the twenty ſixth at Noon, 
: « wok time they went about to the other 
oard, 


I cannot refuſe making the Officers and Sea- 
men the Acknowledgments I owe them; for 
8 : they 
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they did, in this occaſion, 


trouble to have diſengaged 


Monſieur De Pointi's 
much . beyond 
their Strength ; and with the Good-will they 
expreſs, if our Force had been ſomething leſs 


al, the Enemies would have had more 
themſelves. We 


_ at laſt into ret, upon the 29th of Augie 
1097. 
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BOOKS juſt publifÞ'd, printed for 
| and Sold by Olive Payne. 


Lately publiſhed, in one large Volume, a new and 
beautiful Edition of the two following Books, writ- 
ten by the Fudicious and Learned Mr. J. Rar, 
Fellow of the Royal Society, Price neatly bound in 
Calf „ 58. | | 3 "IM 
A Compleat Collection of the beſt Engliſh, 
Scotch, Italian, Spaniſh, Latin, Greek, 
Hebrew, &c. Proverbs, with proper Explana- 
tions, &c. many of them ufeful to all Orders of 
Mankind, from the King to the Cobler. 
2. Collection of North Country and other 
Words, not generally uſed in England, alſo an 
Account. of Mines, Minerals, produced in Eng- 
land; of making Tin, Salt, &c. 


Alſo beautifully printed in three Volumes in Twelves, 
(containing near a thouſand Pages) Price bound 
in Calf 7s. the moſt compleat and beſt of its Kind 
extant, 3 oe So 

II. The Quinteſſence of Engliſh Poetry, or a 

Collection of all:the beautiful Pafſages in our Po- 

ems and Plays, from the celebrated Spencer in 

Queen Elizabeth's Reign to 1688, Inſtructive, 

Moral, and Humorous, and adapted to all De- 

grees of Mankind, alphabetically digeſted under 

proper Heads in Chronological Order of Time. 

Collected from many hundred Volumes, by ſeve- 

ral eminent Hands. To which is prefix'd, an Al- 

phaberical Catalogue of Authors, Poems and Plays 
quoted in the Collection; alſo an Hiſtorical and 

Critical Review of this, and all the Eſſays of the 

Kind hitherto publiſhed, 


© ITS 


oy A 
— 
W 2 


* 
/ 
N. 
FS 
A 
z | q 
* 4 
Is 
FF 
237 1 
l E 
221 i 
? s 
#4 d 
* * 
. 4 
\ 4. 4 
. . 
MW 
\ . „ 
12 1 
1 4 
: | 
„ 
+: A 
> . 
57 
4 
N "4; 

3 
£ « 
& * N 
7 *y 

3 
Sa. 
* 

Xx 

'S 

4 # 2 

cf 1 3 
FI... 

7 
= 
1 

72 : 
64 
1 
11 
1 I? 
+" 
3» LE 
4a. Y 
% 2. 
. 
W282 
14 
27 
1 
1 
8 
1 
9 
7 Z 
wy 
it 
4343 
1 
ns | 
1 
£ $; 
+: 
75 
* 245 ] 
18 
* 5 * 
14 
TI 1% 
32 1 
Ko! 
\ F 
iT; 
ins 
IT #: 
3 a 
1 
3 1 
in 
E 
9 of 
8 . 
4 "JI 
| | 
'F EL 
'F 
i 
Hz 
F 29 1 
1 
1 2 
| 
1 
a 
172 
11 
3 
$13 

4 4 

FS 

LT © "7 

: 1 
1 g 
1 
: 1 4 Of 
14 
| 1 
ö * q ** 
oF 
0 5 
129 & 
1 ws 
1 
pO, 
11 
1 8] 
4 
*# i 
: % : 
*F 
=. 7 0 4 
- - 
x bo | 
' | 
if N 1 
1 , * * 
14 1 
C } N 
' | 
, 
f 
, , | 
: 
. 
, 
: 
c 
1 
- 


— —ͤͤ — ro 
—— 2 


—_ 
Th 
* 


is 
* 


4 n * * — * 
15 r ont: O07 I TER 1 
n * 3 * * * I 3s 5 . © 
s K . 
* PM + 


Cuts, Price bound 105. 


_ #bem from their State of Innocency to their Expul- 
jon out of Paradiſe. Price 15, 64, *' 


Dedicated to his Grace the Duke of Marlborough, 
- (Containing near 20 Half Sheets, with his Head cu- 
Iluftrious and Invincible General, EucGgns N 


Utrecht and Baden, now Nunc io at Vienna. 


by God Almighty to offer up his Son J aac in Sa- 


by James Lenfant, with ſeveral curious Heads of 
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IT. A New and beautiful Edition of Mr, Ray's; 
Willughby, and others Travels, in 2 Vols: with -- 
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IV. Lediard's Naval Hiſtory, from the Con- * 
queſt to 1734, in 2 Vols. Folio. Price bound = 


1 


V. The Hiſtory of Adam and Eve, with five 
large and beautiful Copper-Plates, repreſenting 


— 


Wise Day is Re- publiſbed, Price 18. in Octavo. 


rioiiſly Engraved, about an hundred Copies re- 
maining of, 17 0 ws 8 
VI. An Oration made on the Death of that 


Francis, Prince of Savoy, written by Command 
of the Emperor of Germany, deliver'd in Italian 
by the Learned Count Paſſionei, Archbiſhop of 
Epbeſus, Miniſter Plenipotentiary at the Treaties of 


VII. The Caſe of Mrabam's being commanded | 


crifice, impartially Examined and Defended, a- 
gainſt the Deiſts and other modern Infidels. By 
the Reverend and Learned Dr. Middleton, the 
Second Edition, Octavo, Price 6d, 


VIII. The Hiſtory of the Council of Conſtance, 


eminent Men, in 2 Vol. 4to. tranſlated by the in- 
genious Mr. Whatley. Price neatly bound, git, 


